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FAMINE  RELIEF-  A  LONG  PULL  AHEJJD 


The  view  persists  here  that  there  is  a  long  pull  ahead  in  relieving 
hunger  abroad... 

FEC's  executive  committee  chair nan  Davis  reiterated  the  situation: 
"...even  with  good  weather  the  wartime  destruction  of  agricultural 
facilities  will  "be  felt  for  a  long  tine.     Farm  animals  and  farm  machinery 
have  "been  destroyed.     The  strength  of  farm  -rorkers  has  "been  weakened  by 
poor  nutrition.     Fertilizers  extremely  short ...  there  will  be  a  breath- 

ing spell  before  mass  hunger  reappears  in  the  late  winter  of  19^7 • " 

U.S.  FOOD  FOR  TEE  SHORT  PULL 

At  home,  wheat  is  rolling  in  under  the  Government's  purchase  plan... and 
there  is  optimism  here  of  reaching  goals. even  hope  of  exceeding  goals... 
Reports  from  the  field  indicate  that  the  certificate  purchase  plan  ('with  bonus, 
income  tax  concessions,  etc.)  has  ironed  out  the  problems  that  had  been  holding 
back  wheat. 


Samplings  from  the  field,  as  of  mid-week,  run  like  this: 

North  Dakota  f^heat  really  rolling.  .  .will  get  at  least  hO  million 

bushels,  maybe  more... Means  moving  15OO  cars  a  day  big  transportation  job. 

South  Dakota  No  question  but  what  will  roach  9  million  bushel  goal. 

If  keeps  raining  (as  it  was  the  night  of  our  report  from  S.D.)  may  get 

11  million.     Growers  have  to  be  sure  of  enough  moisture  for  this  year's  crop. 

Otherwise  will  hold  back  seed  wheat. 

Minnesota  Getting  excellent  response  but  still  not  sure  of  goal.  Depends 

lot  on  rain.     But  getting  wheat  places  never  expected  it. 
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Michigan  Is  out  to  have  all  wheat  pledged  by  Saturday  (the  Uth)...is 

committed  to  sweeping  the  "bins  clean.  As  an  illustration  of  how  thorough  the 
sweep-up  is,  Michigan  reports  one  delivery  of  just  7  bushels  and.  Up;  pounds. 

As  a  further  example  of  the  extent  to  which  the  efforts  to  get  wheat 
have  taken  hold,  a  California  nan  wired  USDA  an  offer  of  half  a  carload.. 

(Note:    17e're  enclosing  2-page  "question—  an d-answer"  on  workings 

of  wheat  purchase  plan,.  Also  enclosed,   is  a  digest  of 

actions  frori  February  6  to  April  26  to  save  grain  and.  flour.) 


FARM  LABOR  EaSSS  S0MET7HAT 


There  are  faint,  but  fairly  definite,  signs  that  farm  labor  is  not  quite 
as  tight  as  it  looked  sometime  back. 

USDA  hears  reports,  especially  fron  the  rrest  Coast,  of  less  trouble 
getting  year-round,  workers... In  the  Hast,  there  are  noro  migrants  moving  up 
the  Coast  as  far  as  New  York .. .More  Latin  Americans  are  moving  northward  cut 
of  Texas  ^nd  fanning  out  East  and.  'rest  into  wheat,   sugar  beet,  etc.  country; 
they're  also  moving  earlier. 

Bottleneck  on  farm  labor  is  housing.    ^here  farmers  have  houses,  not 
much  trouble  getting  labor.     Some  city  folks,  hard  put  for  living  quarters, 
are  going  to  the  country  to  work  for  a  while.     One  hitch,  however,   is  that 
often  they  are  not  content  to  stay  in  the  kind  of  farm-worker  housing- 
current  ly  available. 

RYE  CEILING  EFFECTIVE  JUNE  1 


On  June  1,  ceiling  prices  on  rye  go  into  effect.     They  will  be  figured 

on  the  basis  of  31. U6  a  bushel  (for  Ho.  2)  at  Chicago  with  differentials, 

of  course,  for  other  localit ies . . . Only  l  car  of  rye  was  sold  at  Chicago  in 

April  this  No.  3  grade  for  32.36  on  April  U.    At  Minneapolis  on  the  26th 

No . 


2  was  about  $2.81. . .You  night 
FIGURES  ON  MACHINERY  OUTPUT  DECLINE 


check  rye  prices  locally. 


Figures  out  this  week  on  farm  machinery  output  in  March  re-emphasize  the 
critical  machinery  situation  as  we  described  it  in  our  letter  U/26/U6  (p. 2). 


at 


totals  for  all  farm  machinery,  the  drop  from  March  1  Us  is  26. hfo 

certain  important  items  dropped  much  farther.     The  following  figures 

and  First  Quarter  '  U6  output  falls  below  the  sane 


Looking 
. . . But 

show  how  much  March 
periods  in  1 U5 : 


<U6, 


U6 


Harvesting  machinery 
Repair  parts 
Tractors 


March 
k~[.hfo  lower 
kZ.tfo  lower 
37.6$  lower 


First 


■rter  »U6 


26 . 6ft  lower 
22.6^  lower 
26.1$  lower 


CPA  (authority  for  the  foregoing  figures)  anticipates  further  decrease  in 
farm  machinery  output  because  of  the  coal  shortage  which  "will  substantially 
reduce  steel  deliveries." 


In  light  of  the  foregoing 
about  machinery  sharing. 


note  again  the  comments  in  our  April  26  letter 
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andbhson  '"a?.::s  a:-ai:~st  inflation  •■  ■ 

Before  the  Senate  Banking  and  .Currency  Committee  this  week,  Secretary 
Anderson  said  farm  product  prices  went  up  at  the  outset  of  the  war  from  aDout 
75/6  of  parity  to  U/ji  and  stuck  about  there  for  more  than  3  years.    Ee  pointed 
out  that  prices  went  to  118$  of  parity  in  TTorld  Far  I.     Then  asked:     "Are  we 
going  to  follow  the  rest  of  TTorld  Far  I  pattern? "..  .with  farm  prices  rising, 
"buying  power  declining and  a  "break  as  in  1920  and  '21.     If  so,  "we  must ...  spend 
literally  "billions  of  dollars"  to  try  to  keep  farm  prices  in  "balance.     and  use 
all  the  devices  of  the  old  farm  program  (and  new  devices)  to  try  to  keep  farmers 
from  going  through  the  wringer  again. 

The  Secretary  "bore  down  particularly  on  the  ~]0fc  rise  in  farm  real  estate 
prices  over  1935-39  average  (See  April  5  EFD  letter,  p. 3)... said  "prices  of  farm 
commodities  represent  the  biggest  influence  on  land  prices." 

Anderson  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  "bill  passed  "by  the  House  to  extend 
price  control  "does  not  provide  the  strong  controls  which  arc  particularly 
needed  at  this  time."  He  cited  the  G-ossett  amendment*  as  "bad  because  "it  fails 
to  take  into  account  the  extent  of  demand. "...  If  it  becomes  law,  ceilings  would 
be  removed  immediately  on  "virtually  the  whole  list  of  foods." 

Anderson  said  "may  not  be  safe  to  remove  subsidies  before  some  time  in 

19U7." 


You  should  have  received  Secretary's  full  statement..    C-ood  reading  for 
USDA  policy.  .  . 

ANDERSON  ON  FA311  ADJUSTMENTS 

At  Atlantic  City  Tuesday  night  (the  ]>0ih)  ,  Secretary  Anderson  outlined  to 
the  U.  S.  Chamber  of  Commerce  steps  to  restore  a  self-sustaining  agriculture 
at  the  end  of  the  present  huge  emergency  demands  for  farm  products.  -, 

Anderson  named  as  the  first  requisite ,  Nation-wide  full  employment . 
Even  with  full  employment,  however,  he  said  farmers    still  may  produce  more 
than  people  can  buy,  especially  of  certain  products.     So  he  recommended  shaping 
farm  production  in  the  line  with  potential  demand.    And  with  that,  steps  to 

supplement  farmers'  individual  efforts  to  conserve  soil  machinery  to  carry 

adequate  reserves  of  storable  products  and  steps  to  free  farmers" from  the 

fear  of  sudden  collapse  in  price  income. 

After  expressing  his  desire  to  eliminate  wartime  subsidies,  allocations, 
price  limitations  as  soon  as  possible,  he  added,   "Dislike  for  long-range  props 
and  controls  need  not  blind  us  to  the  special  problems  of  agriculture..."  If 
some  employed  families  can  not  buy  all  the  farm  products  they  ought  to  have, 
"it  would  be  wise... to  invest  in  the  health  and  nutrition  of  the  whole 
population."    The  Secretary  cited  school  lunches  as  an  example  of  such  steps. 

The  Secretary  also  spoke  of  the  possible  need  of  special  credit,  technical 
help,  and  training  in  helping  farmers  In  shifting  to  new  products  to  meet 
domestic  and  foreign  demand.    Also  of  price  and  income  protection  during  the 
change.     And  of  steps  to  help  farm  'people  displaced  by  machinery  get  into  other 
kinds  of  work. 

*  Required  removal  of  ceiling  from" commodity  when  production  latest  12  months 
exceeds  production  for  year  ending  June  30,  1941. 
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EXTENSION  EXPANDS  HEALTH  UOSK 

In  line  with  growing  interest  in  rural  health,  Federal  and  State  Extensions 
are  expanding  health  educational  work. 

This  week,  Federal  Extension  appointed' a  full-time  health  leader  Miss 

Elin  Anderson,-  for  some  years  on  the  staff  of  Farm  Foundation.     TTith  Hiss 
Anderson's  help,  Extension  Services  will  carry  on  education  looking  to: 

1.  Local  public  health  units  to  improve  sanitation,  control  disease, 
and  promote  health,     Only  about  one-half  of  the  counties  have  units. 

2.  . Physicians , services  according  to  need  rather  than  ability  to  pay. 

3«     Modern  diagnostic  facilities  and  hospital  available  to  every  rural 
are?..    ...  ■ 

U.     Comprehensive. pre-payraent  health  insurance  to  provide  sound  health 
protection. to  all  rural  people. 

Miss  Anderson,  as  a  Farm  Foundation  representative,  cooperated  with 
Nebraska  in  a  demonstration  of  how  Extension  and  rural  people  can  organize  to 
improve  existing  medical  services,  and  obtain  new  services  where  needed — - 
anything  from  immunization  clinics  to  pre-payment  plans.     Sev3ral  St-.tes  now 
have  hospital  planning  as  outgrowth  of  the  Nebraska  work.     Miss  Anderson 
cooperated  with  5  States  through  the  Northern  Great  Plains  Postwar  Planning 
Committee.     Ohio  has  a  similar  health  project  initially  financed  largely  by 
the  Farm  Bureau.  ■;,  '■  ■' 

Miss  Anderson  emphasizes  that  health  is  not  just  a  matter  for  the  home 
economists  and  the  women;  the  men  are  to  be  roped  in,  too. 

For  information  or  speakers  on  health  problems  and  developments  in  your 
territory,  contact  regional  State  Extension,  regional  Farm  Security  or  Public 
Health  Service  health  official  or  regional  BAE  representatives. 

BAE  SITUATION  PZPOET  HIGHLIGHTS  .  • 

The  Marketing  and  T  ran  spo r t  at  ion  Situation  for  April  devotes  10  pages  to 
marketing  margins  and  costs  for  butter,  cheese,  evaporated  milk. . .Possible 
reductions  in  margins  for: 

Butter  Reductions  must  include  small  savings  wherever    they  can  be  found: 

rearrangement  of  creamery  hauling  routes  to  save  mileage  and 
insure  full  loads. ..  improved  management  of  processing  plants.... 
country  concentration  facilities  to  assemble  qar-lot  amounts. 

Cheese  Then  more  than  three-fourths  of  American  cheese  is  in  hands  of 

.....      perhaps  a  dozen  firms,  they  don't  suffer  from  lack  of  volume... 

ownership  of  cheese  factory  by  Nation-wide  concern  does. not  in 
itself  lower  operating  costs. . .merchandising  profits  offer  one 
source  for  cutting  margins. 
The  Farm  Income  Situation  for  March.     Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings 

rose  163$  this  war  ihlfo  list  war.     Prices  rose  somewhat  less  this  war,  but 

greater  increase  in  volume  of  marketings. 


LATEST  ANSWERS  OH  GI  LOANS 


This  week,  Veterans  Administration  cane  out  With  a  folder  of  questions  and 
answers  on  the  so-called  GI.  loans;  it's  "Guaranteed  Loans  for  Veterans."  In 
addition  to  comprehensive  coverage  of  the  ABC's  of  loan  regulations ,  the  folder 
treats  such  special  questions  as: 

Can  a  veteran. get  a  loan  to  buy  a  farm  for  part-tine  farming?  Yes. 
Must  he  live  .on  the  farm?    Ho,  hut  he  must  supervise  the  farming. 
(See  enclosure) 

"EXT  USDA  FLATTER—  GRASS  SILAGE;  DDT 

The  need  for  grass  silago  and  better  hay  to  help  meet  the  protein  feed 
shortage  is  the  story  on  one  side  of  the  TFT  (Ho.  5^)        cut  this  week.  This 
is  another  "animal  character"  job.     This  time,  it's  "Beulah,  the  Dairy  Corr, " 
talking  over  the  value  of  grass  silage  in  a  feed-shortage  year  with  John  Baker. 
Especially  the  high  protein  value. of  grass  silage  as  compared  with  cured  hay. 

The  other  story  on  this  ET  is  "The  Truth  about  DDT."    The  main  point  about 
DDT  now  is  how  poisonous  it  is  to  man  and  animals.     It'll  take  considerably 
more  research  to  settle  this  point.     And  until  it  is  settled,  of  course  USDA 
scientists  are  not  recommending  the  use  of  DDT  on  food  and  feed  crops.  And 
this  story  is  a  roll-call  to  bring  us  up  to  date  on  the  uses  of  DDT  that  now 
have  the  greenlight  from  USDA  scientists.    John  3aker  makes  the  roll-call, 
with  the  help  of  some  "voices". 

RESEARCH  ACHISVEl'lTT  SHEETS 

"Penicillin  M_ade  Available  Through  Agricultural  Research"  tolls' of  USDA's 

contribution  to  commercial  production  methods. . .mentions  possibilities  of 
using  penicillin  for  livestock  diseases,  notably  mastitis.     (Ho.  52) 

"Increasing  Domestic  Production  of  Persian  Lamb  Eur"  describes  r'esearch 

that  has  potential  value  in  increasing  U.   S.  production  of  8,000  Karakul 
lambskins  a  year,  which  compares  with  imports  of  U, 000, 000.     (No.  5*0 

"Continuous  Submergence  Controls  "eeds  in  California  Rice  Fields"  grew 

out  -of -research  costing  about  §5,000  and  no"  worth  $500,000  to  $1,000,000  a 
year  to  California  rice  growers.     (No.  55) 

If  you  want  these,  write 'us. 

RADIO  CLINICS.  CO". .1  G  UP 

In  Nebraska,  Hay  lU,  15,  lb  Ken  Gapen,  USDA's  western  radio  field 

representative,  joins  with  George  Round's  staff  for  extension  radio  clinics  in 
Grand  Island,  Norfolk,  and  Lincoln. 

In  Arkansas  first  week  in  June  Joe  Tonkin,  who  covers  the  East,  will 

work  with  Glenn  Rutledge  in  a  radio  workshop  for  Arkansas  extension  workers. 

In  Minnesota,  June  lU-21  Tonkin  works  with  Haynard  Speece  for  extension 

workers . 
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HEW  PUBLICATIONS 

"Judging  Mountain  Meadow  Range  Condition  in  Eastern  Oregon  and  Eastern 

Washington"  should  "be  of  value  to.  those  "/ho  use  or  manage  summer  range,  and 

who  have  such  meadows  not  only  in  the  2  States,  hut  also  THROUGHOUT  THE  WEST. 
32  pages.     Circular  Ho.  ~fkg. 

"The.  Lily  Weevil,  a  Potentially  Serious  Pest  in  the  Pacific  Northwest "  

reports  results  of  investigations  of  insect  that  caused  serious  losses  to 
lily-bulb  producers  in  1935  in  Coos  County,  Oregon.     2h  pages.     Circular  Ho.  7^6 

USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS 

Dairy  Production  Payment s  Increased  Through  May  and  June  by  200  for  milk 

and  5^  for  butt erf at  over  previously  announced  rates.     (See  cur  RED  letter 
April  19,  p. 3) 

U. S.  to  Export  Cotton  to  Germany  with  U.S.  accepting  manufactured 

textiles  in  payment.     1  ton  of  cotton  can  replace  7  tons  of  coal  (desperately 
short  in  Europe)  used  to  make-  synthetic  fibers.  (5/1/^6) 

USDA  To  Continue.  Cash  Eood  Purchases  for  Foreign  Countri es- — including 
United  Kingdom,  Erance,  Netherlands,,  Netherlands  East  Indies,  Belgium,  India. 
As  soon  as  food  supplies  plentiful  enough,  will  return  buying  to  private 

firms.     (5/1/U6)  ' 

Dairy  Product  Set-Asides  for  Govt.  Purchase  in  May  and  June  include 

60$  of  dried  milk  production. ..  and  *Qfo  of  Cheddar  cheese  production.  .  .Larger, 
amounts  of  both  products  available  to  civilians  this  year  than  last.  (5/1/^6). 

Meat  Production  Under  Federal  Inspection  Week  Ended  April  27  9$  more 

than  preceding  week. .  . II72  below  same  week  in  ' Up. . .  Comparisons  with  same  week- 
in  '45:     cattle  37$  lower ...  sheep  and  lambs  10$  higher. . .hogs' — -19$  higher. 

National  U-H  Club-  Camp  June  11-18  in  Washington-  with  background  for 

delegates  on  how  Government  functions ...  on  Good-Neighbor  policy... on  famine 
emergency  program. .. and  on  U.S.  part  in  United  Nations'   activities.  (U/3O/U6) 

New  Head . of  Southern  Regional  Disease  Lab  at  Auburn , '  Ala.  is  Dr.  A.  H. 

Groth,   succeeding  Dr.  S.  T.  Sirams  who  recently  became  chief  of  USDA1 s  Bureau 

of  Animal  Industry.     Groth  studied  in  Io^a  and  Colorado  taught  in  Texas  and 

Louisiana  also  in  livestock  work  in  Minne  sota,  etc.  (U/30/U6) 

USDA' s  T.3.  and  Bang's  Disease  Control  Chief  Retires  after  U7  years 

continuous  surrtcTr^Ti Hi  thu  3uroau  0T  Animal  industry:     Dr..  A.  S.  Wight,: 
70  years  old. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  PRESS  BRIEFS 

ICC  Preliminary  Hearing  May  6  on  25^  Freight  Rate  Increase  scheduled 

to  go  into  effect  May  15...ICC  also  has  reopened  railroads'  previous  petitions 
for  freight  rate  increase  averaging  h.~f$>,  which  was  suspended  in  spring  of  r^3-« 

OPA  compiling  facts  on  effect  of  freight  rate  increase  on  prices  on  inflations*, 

trends."   (OPA  5/l/U6) 

0T7MR  Advisory  Board  Reconmends  Extending  OPA  Up  to  1  Year- — says  "is 
convinced  that  to  abandon  price  control  on  June  J>0,  1 9^~6 ,  would  leave  nation 
unprotected  against  a  dangerous  rise  in  prices  in  the  interval  "before  normal 
economic  forces  are  working". .  .  .Board  members:    Albert  S.  C-oss,  Edward  A«  O'Neal 
James  G.  P.atton,  Chester  C.  Davis,  William  Green,  Philip  Murray,  and  others. 

(owiffi  5/1/U6) 

Cro ornery  Prices  of  Butter  trapped  in  Aluminum  Foil  May  "be  Increased  1_3A 

and  2$  a  pound...  Is  part  of  experimental  program  "by  "butter  manufacturers  who  say 
aluminum  foil  gives  greater  protection  against  loss  of  weight,  odor, 
rancidity,  etc.  (OPA 

OPA  Doubling  Meat  Investigators  in  New  Black  Market  Drive- — with  automatic 
withholding  of  RFC  subsidies  (without  formal  court  action)  from  slaughterers 
who  exceed  coiling. .. introduction  of  FBI  into  drive  for  first  time. .. suspension 
of  license  and  recommendation  for  criminal  prosecution  of  deliberate,  willful 
violators.  (U/29/U6) 

Retail  Prices  of  Lawnmowers  'To  Go  Up  g-10^  result  of  ne?  price  increase 

to  manufacturers  which  brings  total  post-war  increases  to  23-1  of"  October  '^1 
prices.     Hew  increase  compensates  for  labor  and  material  cost  increases. 
(OPA  5/1/H6) 

Timber  Product  Ceilings  Increased  by  30^  to  $1.60  a  cord  to  PULPWOOD 

producers  in  Del.,  Md.  ,  W.Va. ,  Ohio,  ICy. ,  Ind.  ,  111.,  and  Mo  and  by  30^ 

to  $i.hO  a  cord  on  producer  ceilings  for  INSULATION  AND  FELT  C0RDW00D  produced 
in  W.Va.,  Ohio,  Ey. ,  Ind.,   111.,  and  Mo.     (OPA  5/2/U6) 

Processed  Berries  and  Berry  Products  (Except  Cranberries)  suspended  from 

price  control  indefinitely.     (OPA  9/I/H6) 

Sellers  May  Add  Inspection  Cost  to  Oat s  Ceiling  in  States  that  require 

inspection  for  noxious  weed  content.     This  aims  at  better  oats  distribution  in 
all  States;  previously  some  sellers  preferred  to  sell  in  States  without 
inspection  laws.     (OPA  5/3/U6) 

#  #  # 

ENCLOSURES: 
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Emergency  Wheat  Purchase  Program 
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GRAIN  ArTD  LIVESTOCK  POLICIES 

April  wheat  exports  turned  out  badly  with  582,000  tons  against  a  goal 

of  a  million  tons. 

Although  USDA  looks  for  increased  exports  during  the  next  2  nonths,  it 
says  grain  will  not  reach  ports  until . nid-May. 

Meanwhile,  cones  this  week's  major  overhauling  of  Government  grain  price 
policies.     The  aim  is  to  remove  uncertainty  over  grain  ceilings  up  to  June  30. 
1947... to  encourage  grain  marketing  for  relief  feeding,  food  at  home,  and 
livestock  in  deficit  areas... and  to  balance  grain'  supplies  and  feed. 

USDA  stopped  the  30-cent  bonus  on  corn  as  of  Saturday  the  11th. .. continued 
the  30-cent  bonus  on  wheat  delivered  to  the  Government  through  May  25. 

At  the  same  time,  USDA,  OPA,  OES  announced  increases  in  grain  price 
ceilings,  effective  Monday  the  13th. 

Corn  25^.  a  bushel. .  .wheat,  15^. .  .oats,  5^. .  .barley,  9^. ..rye,  10^.  ..and 
grain  sorghums,  18^  a  hundr e dwe i ght . 

Concurrently,  the  Govern  lent  upped  prices  on  protein  feed.     The  increases 
per  ton  are:     fish  meal  and  meat  scrap,  $10... fish  scrap  and  tankage,  $7.50. . . 
corn  germ  meal,  and  gluten  feed  and  gluten  meal,  $lU. .. soybean ,  cottonseed, 
peanut,  and  linseed  meals,  $lU...etc. 

The  announcement  explained  the  need  for  more  grain  for  human  use... said 
that  means  less  pork,  poultry  and  eggs,  and  top  grade  beef  next  year... but 
pointed  to  the  need  to  maintain  milk  production. .. and  said  that  increased  feed 
costs  will  be  taken  into  account  in  any  further  adjustment  in  returns  to 
dairymen. 


FAO  PLANS  FOR  5- YEAR  CRISIS 


In  its  advance  planning  for  the  emergency  food  meeting  here  in  Washington 
the  week  of  May  20,  FAO  leaders  are  thinking  in  terms  of  plans  for  a  critical 
world  food  situation  for  the  next  U  or  5  years. 

The  agenda  for  the  session  covers  three  broad  points: 

1.  Consideration  of  an  international  body  to  administer  relief  food. 

2.  Allocation  of  food  supplies. 

3.  Recommendations  to  Governments  on  a  U  or  5  year  plan  to  carry  the 
world  through  the  present  crisis  and  make  a  smooth  transition  to  a 
permanent  world  food  policy. 

Note  in  the  enclosed  FAO  release  that  even  when  the  world  has  enough 
cereals  to  avert  starvation,  still  shortage  of  animal  products. 

The  May  20  meeting  is  expected  to  run  at -least  8 'days. 

.     Note:    Howard.  Tolley,  chief  of  BAS,  and  with  USDA  for  26  years,  has 
  resigned  to  go  with  FAO  to  head  Economics  and  Marketing  Division. 

RAILROADS,:     Z\  3ARG0  AND  RATES 

The  week-end  brings  important  developments  in  rail  transportation  as  they 
affect  farmers. 

Freight  Embargo  and  Agriculture 


as  we  go  to  press,  the  first  installment  of  the  coal-strike  induced 

freight  embargo  is  a  few  hours  old. .. changes  have  been  coming  fast,    as  of 
press  time,  farm  machinery  can  move  only  under  special  permit.     (tfe  hoar  too, 

of  plants  closing  for  lack  of  supplies.)  Crude  vegetable  oil,  and  flax 

are  in  the  balance.  .  .TJith  additional  exemptions  granted  this  morning  on 
several  important  items,  this  is  the  line-up  on  exemptions :  livestock, 
poultry,  perishables,  food  for  human  use,  feed,  seed,  hay  and  straw,'  insecticides 
and  fungicides,  containers. . .movement  of  other  farm  products  subject  to  appeal 
for  permit.    Expect  further  action  on  embargo  May  15* 

Freight  Rate  Increases 

Tomorrow  (the  11th),  ICC  winds  up  its  hearings  on  the  railroads'   appeal  for 
a  25%  freight  rate  increase.    At  this  week's  hearings,  Undersecretary  Dodd 
sounded  theme  in  USDA' s  testimony:     Much  of  over-all  rail  traffic  reduction 
is  temporary  due  to  labor  troubles,   including  coal  strike.     Have  had  5 
consecutive  years  of  high  levels  of  farm  production.-    No  reduction  in  agri cul- 
tural traffic  unless  high  rates  stop  movement  of  farm  products  or  force  use  of 
other  means  of  transportation.    No  adequate  basis  for  even  considering  increase 
at  this  time.  '  Dodd  deplored  inflationary  trends. . .Expectation  here  is  for 

ICC  decision  possibly  the  lUth. 
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FAMINE  CAMPAIGN  IDEAS 

Over  the  country,  a  variety  of  ideas  are  cropping  up  on  how  to  get  more 
food  in  the  tremendous  famine  campaign  now  underway. 

In  Medina  County,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Moo rehouse  launched  an  idea  for  "small 
wheat  farmers  with  a  "March  of  VTheat.  "  . .  .TTith  a  106-acre  dairy  farm,  "we 
wouldn't  bother  selling  just  a  few  "bushels,  hut  we'd  give  them  away.  ..don't  give 
a  hoot  for  the  bonus."  . . .From  May  13-I8,  all  farmers  in  the  county  will  be 
asked  to  contribute  2  bushels  of  their  wheat... Mrs.  Moorehouse  reasons:  "T.re 

eat  well  and  don't  see  why  others  and  their  children  shouldn't."  In  New 

Mexico,  farmers  in  one-non-wheat  county  take  a  little  different  tack  by 

promising  to  plant  1  to  5  acres  of  wheat  for  their  own  use  And  South 

Carolina's  Governor  has  designated  May  as  "State  Fotato  Month"  to  save  wheat. 

A  new  idea  on  saving  comes  from  a  church  in  Hew  Mexico  where  the  members 
have  a  barter  plan  to  exchange  home-grown  vegetables  to  avoid  waste. 

Recognizing  the  need  to  get  war- ravaged  countries  back  on  their  feet  to 
feed  themselves,  Mississippi's  Governor  is  backing  a  plan  to  provide  UNRBA  with 
a  shipload  of  livestock  for  countries  which  badly  need  replacements. 

Fruit  company  which  sponsored  "Chiquita  Banana"  is  buying  time  for 
"Chi qui ta'.'  to  sing  non-comriercial  song  urging  saving  of  wheat  and  fats. 

MORE  ON  CHINESE  STUDENT  SCHEDULES 

In  our  March  29  letter  (pp  9-10 ),  we  gave  you  the  schedule  of  Chinese 

students  over  the  country  with  suggestion  you  might  want  to  interview  then  on 

their  impressions  of  U.S.  farming,  and  on  what's  happening  agriculturally  in 
China. 


Here  are  extensions  of  schedules  of  some  members  of  party: 
NAME 


CHANG ,  Kung-pu 
if  if 

CHEN,  Ping-hwa 
»        it   '  ti 


CHU,  ffinnie 
DENG,  Keh-diern 

FENG,  Chi-ching 

KUO,  Tai-yen 
it        ii  ii 

LI ,  Chen-kang 


STATE 

DATE 

NAME 

STATE 

DATE 

Minn. 

May  o— lb 

LO,  Tsun 

N.Y. .  ' 

. T  "May  17  1 

E.I. 

May  20- Jul. 13 

If  f! 

N.C. 

May  20-June 

8 

Mo . 

To  May  1J 

MA,  Ming- chin 

Mich. 

May  13- June 

2] 

Conn. 

May  20- Jul. 13 

SHIH,  Esiao- 

N.Y. 

To  June  8 

t  song 

N.C. 

May  13-June 

Vt. 

May  13- June  3 

SHIH,  Hsieo- 

kwen 

N.Y. 

To  Juno  8 

N.Y. 

To  June  8 

USING,  Li-chien 

N.C. 

May-13-June 

1 

FANG,  Hsi-hsien 

N.Y. 

To  June  8 

N.Y. 

To  May  2k 

El  a. 

May  27-June  7 

TCU,  Tseh-ling 

N.J. 

To  June  8 

S.C. 

To  June  20 

YUN,  Ho-chiu 

Miss. 

To  May  31 

For  background  on  agricultural  fields  in  which  these  students  interested 
see  our  March  29  letter,  p. 10.     Contact  students  through  State  Extension  Director. 
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IDC^TAHY  ANDERSON  SPEAKS  OU  

During  the  week,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  made  talks  which  we 

highlight: 

I ndus trializ i ng  Under-Developed  Areas 


On  the  7th,  Secretary  Anderson  endorsed  Senate  "bill  13S5  to  industrialize 

underdeveloped  parts  of  the  U.S.  including:     Southern  Appalachians. . .parts  of 

Cotton  Belt  and  Northern  New  England. .. some  of  Southern  Seaboard. .. spots  in 
West .. .Mid-western  areas  of  declining  resources  such  as  Great  Lakes  and 
Southeast  Ohio  and  Southern  Illinois. 

Anderson  explained  that  average  farm  increased  from  157  acres  in  1930  to 

191  in  1  i+5  with  fewer  people  needed  to  operate  farms... Said  that  within 

10  years,  may  need  1  million  fewer  farm  workers  in  South... for  U.S.  as  whole 
only  3  out  of  5  young  men  on  farms  have  opportunity  to  stay  there. 

The  Secretary  said  that  farm  regions  want  industries  related  to  their 
agricultural  resources:     (a)  industries  that  use  farm  products;   (b)  industries 
that  produce  supplies  and  services  needed  in  farming. ..He  cited  USDA' s 
cooperation  in  appraisal  of  industrial  possibilities  in  Anderson,  S.C....and 
Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. .. as  examples  of  type  of  projects  possible  under  S.  1335* 
(You  should  have  received  full  12-page  text  of  testimony.) 

Fact s  on  Cotton 

At  Cleveland,  Mississippi ,  the  2th,  Secretary  Anderson  took  stock  of 
U.S.  cotton  stocks  with  the  Delta  Council: 

*  * ^Government— owned— and- cont  ro 1  led  cotton  (not  already  earmarked  for 
UNRRA,   etc.  down  to  250,000  bales  against  6  million  last  August  1. 

***Growers  hold  title  to  additional  600,000  bales  loan  cotton  from 
19^.  and  1 1+5  crops.  •  ■ 

***Carry-over  coming  August  1  should  be  down  to  7 — lt>  million  biles  

ought  to  'cry  for  carry-over  of  ^  to  5  million  bales. 

***Exports  being  made,  or  in  prospect,  for  Germany,  Japan,  Czechoslovakia, 
Italy, . China. 

***Domestic  use  has  dropped  from  war-time  peak  of  12  million  bales  to 
9  million  a  year. 

***Chemical  industry  (source  of  synthetics)  spends  2fo  of  gross  revenue 
for  research.     At  that  rate,  would  require  26  million  dollars  a  year 
on  cotton  use  research  against  present  less  than  $1,000,000  by  USDA 
and  less  than  $2,000,000  by  other  agencies. 


AG-HI  CULTURAL  RESEARCH  DEVELOPMENTS 


Following  up  on  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  RFD's,  we're  leavening  our 
letter  with  highlights  from  agricultural  research. 

USDA  Reveals  Dairy  Cro 9s-Breeding  Re  suits 

At  Beltsville  on  Monday  (13th),  USDA  expects  to  lift  the  curtain  for  the 
first  time  on  results  of  work  since  1939  in  cross-breeding  with  dairy  cattle. 
The  occasion:     the  visit  of  our  farm  paper  editor  "brethren  to  the  Agricultural 
Research  Center  near  Washington. 

Results  to  date:     2C4  greater  increase  in  "butt  erf  at  production  than 
ordinarily  expected  from  use  of  proved  dairy  sires. 

Breeds  used:    Kolsteins,  Guernseys,  Jerseys,  Red  Danes. 
Will  send  you  enclosure  on  project  this  week. 

Skim  Milk  and  Whey  Control  Pig  Parasites 


USDA's  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  reports  that  fluid  or  powdered  skim  milk 
and  whey  keep  growing  pigs  free  of  intestinal  and  stomach  worms  and  parasites. 
This  method  does  not  replace  careful  sanitary  management,  but  it  does  prevent 

accumulation  of  parasites  and  makes  pigs  grow  faster.     On  the  side  of 

medication,  the  Bureau  found  that  feed  medicated  with  sodium  fluoride  expelled 
ascarids  from  many  hundreds  of  pigs  cheaply  and  easily. 

Codling  Moth  Control  Materials 

USDA  entomologists  tell  us  that  in  experiments  in  19^5  on  codling  moth 
control  they  found  that  

 DDT  continues  to  show  marked  superiority  over  lead  arsenate  and  other 

standard  materials.     In  many  cases,  a  half  pound  of  DDT  to  100  gallons  of 
water  was  more  effective  than  3  pounds  of  lead  arsenate.     3ut  use  of  DDT  may 
"be  followed  "by  serious  outbreaks  of  orchard  mites,  unless  the  grower  takes 
other  steps  to  control  them.     What's  more,  DDT  is  definitely  poisonous  to 
warm-blooded  animals  and  so  far  there  are  not  effective  ways  to  remove  DDT 

residue.     So_  make  haste ,   slowly,  with  DDT  and  use  it  on  only  a  limited 

acreage  until  the  entomologists  find  out  more  about  it. 

- — Phenothiazine  has  given  some  outstanding  control  of  codling  moth  in 
the  east,  but  it  is  expensive  and  sometimes  checks  size  and  coloring  of  fruit, 
and  irritates  workers'  skins. 

 Benzene  hexachloride  (known  as  666)  has  had  considerable  effect  against 

the  codling  moth,  but  in  one  trial  in  Indiana  a  single  spraying  gave  the 
fruit  a  musty  odor  and  flavor.     Heeds  more  experimentation. 


r 
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m  PUBLICATIONS 

"Our  American  Land"  is  especially  good  job  of  "bringing  together  in  popular, 

well-illustrated  form  the  story  of  soil  conservation,  with  recommendations  on 
erosion  control,   story  on  soil  conservation  districts,  etc.     Printed.  Misc. 
Pub.  ^96. 

"Hone  Freezing  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables'1  is  for  fanners  and  gardeners  who  have 

tccoss  to  hone  freezers  or  neighborhood  locker  plants. .. Gives  general  directions 
on  selecting  products  to  freeze,  preparing  the  products  for  freezing,  and  the 
actual  freezing. . .Then  follow  picture  stories  on  freezing:     corn,  peas,  broccoli, 
peaches,  strawberries. .. as  well  as  word  instructions  on  various  other  fruits 
and  vegetables.    Profusely  illustrated.  AIS-Hg. 

"Youth  Ljoarns  and  E-rns  While  Helping  on  Farms"  is  story  directed  at  boys 

and  girls  on  need  for  volunteer  help,  and  highlights  of  VFV  program.  4-page 
pocket- si  zed  folder.  AIS-50 

"Youth  Can  Help"  is  story  directed  at  farmers,  explaining  and  selling  VFV 

program.     Pocket-sized  folder.  AIS-51. 

"Farm  Production,  Disposition,  and  Income  from  Mi Ik — 19UU-U5"  contains 

wealth  of  information,  with  break-down  by  States  on  whole  variety  of  topics: 
number  of  cows,  total  milk  production,  production  per  cow,  sales  and  farm  use 
of  various  dairy  products,  etc. ,  etc.     3AE  Mimeograph.     2S  pages. 

"Descriptions  of  and  Key  to  American  Potato  Varieties"  is  just  that,  with 

color  plates  of  flowers  and  sprouts  of  different  varieties  and  also  black-and- 
white  pictures  of  tubers  themselves.     5^-pagc  printed.     Circular  No. 

"Blue  Mold  Control  in  Tobacco  Beds"  is  pocket-sized,  well— illustrated  folder. 

AIS-37. 

"Flue-Cured  Tobacco  Market  Review,  19U3-U6  Season"  with  extensive  data  on 

sales,  prices,  price  relationships  by  grades,  etc.     50~"PaS°  mimeograph  from  PMA. 

You  can  obtain  foregoing  publications  from  the  Radio  Service. 

USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS 

Pork  and  Lard  Set-Asides  Increased  for  Export  with  pork  up  from  13  to  15$ 

and  lard  from  5  to  5$  of  live  weight  of  hogs. . .With  set-aside  now  applying  to 
rendered  pork  fats  (formerly  just  lard),  higher  lard  set-aside  not  likely  to 
affect  U.S.  civilians  much. ..Hew  set-asides  make  available  for  government 
buying  about  25$  of  pork,  and  50$  of  present  lard  and  rendered  pork  fat,  output 
under  Federal  inspection.  (5/3/^b) 

Meat  Production  Under  Federal  Inspection  for  Feek  Ended  May  4  compared  with 

corresponding  week  lost  year:     Total  1$  lower. .. Cattle  31$  lower. .. Sheep 

and  Lambs  9$  higher ..  .Hogs  3*+$  higher.  (5/7/46) 
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U.S.  Mi  at  Production  in  19U5  Estimated  at  22.9  Billion  Pounds  7$  below  I9UU 

record  total.    But  19^5  total  was  third  largest  on  record— with  "bcof  and  veal 
the  largest  on  record. . .lamb  and  mutton  second  largest .. .and  pork  (excluding 
lard)  fourth  largest.  (5/2/U6) 

rorld  Potato  Production  Drops  :  ife  Below  l^hh-hj  3ecause  of  smaller  harvested 

acreage  and  "below-average  yields. .  ...ost  of  acreage  decrease  occurred  in 

Europe  (excluding  Soviet  Union)  especially  Germany,  France,  Poland.  Soviet's 

acreage  increased  hut  still  substantially  "below  prewar.  (5/3/^6) 

Combined  Food  Board  Allocates  2nd  Quarter  Rice  with  531.600  tons  available 

from  all  sources.  .. and  requirements  of  about  2.1  million  tons.  Wide-spread 
famine  threatened  in  many  rice-eating  countries,  notably  China  and  Southeast 

Asia,  India  and  Jar  East  generally.     No  rice  allocated  to  Europe  saving  for 

countries  where  is  basic  food.  (5/2/H0) 

Claude  Canaday  Bloomf  ield,  Nebr .  ,  farmer  Gives  Si  ,030  to  UNRRA  saying 

"During  this  war,  I  have  gotten  out  of  debt  on  my  farm  and  feel  I  am  now 
obligated  only  to  my  country  and  the  world  to  act  unselfishly  in  favor  of  world 
peace."    Canaday  first  offered  corn  as  a  gift,  later  sold  the  corn  and  donated 
the  cash.  (5/6A6) 

65O ,000  "o rl d  Far  I 1  Veterans  Forking  on  Earns  in  March  1 Ub  or  virtually  half 

of  farm  workers  who  went  into  military.     Expect  more  veterans  in  farm  work  as 
season  progresses.  (5/9/^) 

Poultry  Officials  Urge"  Research  on  Newcastle  Pi sease  serious  respiratory  and 

nervous  malady  of  chickens,  which  has  appeared  in  several  important  poultry- 
growing  States.     In  U.S.,  death  losses  comparatively  light,  but  disease  retards 
growth  in  young  birds,  seriously  reduces  egg  production.  (5/7/^6) 

Large  Number  of  Boll  Weevils  Survived  "inter-' — offering  serious  threat  to 
cotton  crop.     ( 5/6/hSl 

European  Corn  Borer  Cost  Nearly  $37 ,000,000  in  <  compared  with  $22, 700,000 

in  I5UU.  TfZbT^bT 

- 0 1 al  Soybean  Reserves  of  98  Million  Bushels  on  April  1  with  farm  stocks 

slightly  higher  than  year  ago,  but  off-farm  stocks  about  l/6  lower. . .Appear s 
that  not  enough  of  reserves  to  become  available  to  maintain  current  rate  of 
processing  until  new  crop  harvested.  (5/6/U6) 

^5a>  of  Earns  Electrified  Against  About  life  Then  REA  Set  Up  11  Years  Ago  

More  than  half  of  farms  electrified  since  1935  an(i  about  half  of  those  since 

1939  arQ  on  RSA-financed  lines.     (5/ ) 

REA  Approves  Loans  of  $9, 82^,000  to  J>6  Co-ops  in  Kentucky,  Miss.,  Missouri, 

Texas,  Iowa,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Elorida,  Illinois,  Nebraska,  Virginia,  Georgia, 
Montana,  N.  C,  N.  D.  ,  Oklahoma,  S.  D.  >  Tenn. ,  Wisconsin.  (5/2-3-8/^6) 
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MISC1LLM10US  PRESS  BRIEFS 

Tinplate  Rollings  gill  Generally  Halt  in  3  Weeks  and  finishing  operations  about 

middle  of  June,  on  basis  of  present  supplies.     83$  °f  tinnill  production  used 
for  containers,  mostly  for  food.    Advisory  committee  deeply  concerned  over 
effect  of  coal  strike  on  food  packing  industry.     (CPA  ^/S/hS) 

Custom  S 1  aught  oring  Limitations  on  Lai  jbs,  Yearlings ,  Sheep  to  keep  distribu- 
tion in  normal  channels  and  maintain  retail  cuts  at  or  below  ceiling  prices, 
effective  May  l6.  (5/8/U6) 

Householders  and  Other  Small  Volume  Buyers  of  Wooden  Fence  Posts  'Till  Pay  20$ 

Above  Present  Ceilings  but  does  not  affect  farmers  and  others  who  buy  fairly 

large  quantities.     (OPA  5/IO/U6) 

Basic  Ceiling  for  Late  Appl e s  Sold  After  August  19  Reduced  from  $2.75  *°  $2. 73* 

...This  balances  increase  of  J>Q<fi  bushel  on  early  apples ...  still  enables  growers 
to  get  average  of  $1.82  for  season  (mixed  sales  basis).     (OPA  5/7/^6) 

Fresh  Apricot s ,  Sweet  Cherries ,  Plums,  Italian  Prunes  Exempted  From  price 

control. .  ."atermolon  ceilings  suspended  because  of  exceptionally  large  crop 
expected.     (OPA  5/7/H6) 

Present  Binder  Twine  Maximum  Prices  Will  Continue  Through  19U6.     (OPA  5/7/^-6 

Timber  Mill  Ceilings  Increased  by  $2  a  thousand  on  round  edge  U.S.  white  pine 

lumber... and  S3. 50  on  other  domestic  II.  E.   softwood  lumber.  .  .$5  for  all  northern 
hemlock  lumber  from  Lake  States,  except  2  and  3  inch  boards  and  2x2  dimension 
which  increased  $5.50.     (OPA  5/8/U6) 

Veterans  Have  Chance  to'  Buy  57QO  Surplus  Motor  Vehicles  in  First  :;ajor  Sale  

under  their  new  set-aside  priority. .. Sale  Begins  May  20  at  Port  Hueneme,  Calif. 

 for  Calif.,  Ariz.,  part  of  Nevada. .. Set  aside  sales  planned  for  every  War 

Assets  Administration  region.     (See  our  March  29  letter,  page  8,  for  list  of 
WAA  regional  directors.)     (WAA  5/9/^6) 

#  #  # 

ENCLOSURES : 

Cross-Breeding  with  Dairy  Cattle  Explained 
FAO  May  20  Meeting — Press  Release 
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FAMINE  FACTS  FROM  ABROAD 


This  week,  from  the  Hoover  mission,  and  elsewhere,  comes  arresting- 
fill-in  on  300  million  people  the  one-third  plus  of  the  world's  population  

who  are  hungry. 

Of  25  countries  visited,  only  5  (Sweden,  Denmark,  Egypt,  Iraq,  Siam) 
have  enough  food  to  see  them  through  to  next  harvest.    With  harvests  of  some 
countries  as  late  as  October,  every  other  country  visited  will  need  imports 
before  next  October  to  prevent  hunger  in  some  instances,  widespread  starva- 
tion...Worse  off,  were  Greece,  Austria,  India,  Germany,  Japan  whore  some  have 

only  a  third  as  much  to  eat  as  we  do... Against  the  U.S.  and  other  better-off 

nations'   diets  of  29OO  plus  calories  a  day  against  the  minimum  of  2200 

for  health  300  million  people  average  among  them  (without    our    help)  only 

enough  food  for  ^00  calories.     That's  little  more  than  the  Nazis  at 
Buchenwald  and  Belsen  gave  their  prisoners.    Hoover  called  it  "slow  death". 

Said,  if  daily  diets  fall  below  1200,  governments  crack  up  you  get  chaos... 

He  added  that  there  has  been  no  mass  starvation  so  f  (r,  if  you  mean  whole 
villages  lying  down  to  die.     But  some  will,  if  food  doesn't  reach  them  soon. 

Out  of  all  this,  Americans  noted  particularly  the  20  million  children 
seriously  underfed.    UNRRA  and  other  relief  agencies  reach  only  a  fraction. 

As  a  result,  infant  mortality  in  Warsaw  is  20  per  100  child  health  in 

Poland  the  worse  in  Europe .. .Belgium' s  children  spindly,  under-nourished... 

Greece's  infant  mortality  25  per  100  2  or  3  times  as  much  T.B.  as  pre-war... 

a  million  Yugoslav  children  needed  supplementary  feeding. 


Cartoonists  picture  U.S.  wallowing  in  food  while  skeletons  look  on. 
(See  enclosures). 
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gAMINE  CAMPAIGN  ACT  I  OH 

From  campaign  reports  coming  in  from  over  the  country,  we  learn  that  a 

Plant  City,  Florida,  farmer  donated  5  acres  of  "beans  to  famine  relief  school 

children  picked  them  churchwomen  canned  them. . . .Uhile  farmers  in  the  Dover 

area  in  Florida  contributed  5^2  cans  of  vegetables  canned  in  the  Home 
Demonstration  center  and  church  kitchens. . .Looking  to  the  producing  end,  South 
Dakota  reports  a  "Victory  Garden 'Special  Exhibit  Train"  at  Sioux  Falls... And 
Wayne  county,  North  Carolina,  has  a  garden  goal  of  at  least  1  uncommon  vegetable, 
one  row  of  small  fruit,  and  at  least  one  fruit  tree  set  out. 

PLAIT  FOR  POSSIBLE  TIGHTER  LABOR  SITUATION 

USDii  farm  labor  specialists  point  to  a  market  easing  up  in  the  farm  labor 

situation  but  are  fearful  that  it  may  be  only  temporary.     If  industrial 

production  should  recover  momentum  along  about  August  and  September,  industry 
(with  its  ability  to  outbid  farmers)  may  siphon  off  farm  workers  right  at  the 
time  farmers  need  them  worst... The  specialists  point  out,'  too,  that  in  some 
localities,  the  need  for  labor  recruiting  may  be  greater  than  last  year 
because  of  larger  crops,  removal  of  war  prisoners,  etc. . .Accordingly ,  they 
urge  farmers  to  make  arrangements  now  to  get  all  the  domestic  labor  they  can 
lined  up  for  harvest  time;  that  means  plans  to  mobilize  men,  women,  and  children 
from  close  by. 

For  your  "background  in  making  your  plans  to  help  with  recruiting,  we  might 
point  out  that  in  previous  years  national  campaigning  for  farm  help  resulted 
in  getting  people  in  some  sections  steamed  up  at  the  wrong  time.     So  this  year, 

emphasis  is  on  LOCAL  recruiting  by  radio ,  etc.,  recruiting  timed  to  local 

needs. 

Reports  from  a  number  of  States  continue  to  show  the  demand  for  Victory 
Volunteers  as  big  as  last  year,  or  bigger. 

Enclosed  is  fact  sheet  on  19U6  farm  labor  program.     Note  sources  of 
information  on  farm  labor  situation  and  activities. 

OFFICIAL  TRAVEL  FROM  USDA 

Secretary  Anderson  will  address  National  Peanut  Council  at  Virginia  • 
Beach,  Virginia,  May  27. 

Asst.  Secretary  Charles  F.  Brannan  will  address  Colorado  Stock  Growers' 
and  Feeders'  Convention  at  Canyon  City,  Colorado,  June  21.    frill  be  in 
Denver  several  days  afterward. 

WHEAT  DELIVERIES  PICK  UP 

The  prospective  wheat  deliveries  that  we  heralded  in  our  May  3  letter 

(p.  l)  and  that  subsequently  seemed  to  disappear  are  showing  up.  About 

l\  million  bushels  were  delivered  to  elevators  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  this 
week  alone.     Corn  movement,  weather,  roads,  spring  planting  had  been  holding 
back  the  wheat . 


-  3  - 


CHICK  300KIKG5  DOWIT  CULLIIK>(?) 

The  May  15  hatchery  report  reflects  a  favorable  downward  trend  in  hatchings 
May  1  advanced  bookings  down  63$  from  last  year,  and  eggs  in  incubators  down 
26$. 

You  recall,  the  objective  has  been  to  reduce  hatchings  20$  below  'H^j.  The 
hope  has  been  to  get  the  reduction  without  resort  to  a  hatchery  restriction^ 
order.     If  the  downward  trend  in  hatchings  continues  through  May  and  June,  it 
now  looks  as  if  a  restriction  order  will  not  be  needed. . .Another  favorable  sign 
is  the  somewhat  higher  percentages  of  chicks  sexed  in  April  (27$  against  25/0 
last  year.) 

As  yet,  USDA  has  no  definite  indication  of  poultry  flock  culling  to  the 
degree  indicated  by  the  feed  situation.    But  it's  still  a  little  early  to  tell. 

U.S.  EAO  COMMITTEE  SELECTED 

As  EAO  gets  set  for  its  session  on  urgent  food,  problems  in  Washington 
May  20,  -.70  get  this  line-up  on  the  Inter-agency  Committee  which  is  to  coordinate 
U.S.  Government  relationships  with  EAO: 

Chairman  Secretary  Anderson 

Vice-Chairman  L.A.Wheeler ,  Dir.  Off.  of  Eor.  Agrl.  Relations,  USDA 

Secretary  James  G.  Maddox,  Asst.  to  the  Chief  of  3AE,  USDA 

Other  members  from  USDA  include:    r'.  A.  Minor,  Asst.  to  the  Secretary... 
P.V.  Cardon,  Admin.,  Agrl.  Research  Admin. . .Also  on  the^  committee  are 
representatives  of:     Commerce,  Public  Health  Service,  Bureau  of  Reclamation, 
U.  S.  Employment  Service,  Office  of  International  Trade  Policy  'and  Division 
of  International  Organization  Affairs  in  State,  and  Research  and  Statistics 
in  Treasury. 

INTERHATIO'IIAL  COTTON  COMMITTEE  MEETS 

At  its  meeting  (the  fifth)  here  in  Washington  this  week,  the  International 
Cotton  Advisory  Committee  recommended  a  secretariat  in  Washington  to  supply 
cotton  statistics. .. cooperation  with  EAO  and  other  international  bodies. .. study 
of  an  "instrument  of  international  collaboration"  to  deal  with  the  world  cotton 
situation.     In  line  with  the  study  group's  attitude  in  Eebruary  that  the  time 
is  not  ripe  for  an  international  cotton  agreement,   such  an  agreement  received 
little  attention.    But  the  committee  did  issue  a  30~paSe  report  on  the  world 
cotton  situation  noting  that: 

Eor  the. time,  cotton  expansion  in  Latin  America  has  come  to  rest... but 
apparent  tendencies  in  great  producing  countries  of  Asia  and  Africa  to 

return  sooner  or  later  to  pre-war  production  some  to  considerably 

greater  than  pre-war. 

Significantly,  the  committee  recommended  an  executive  committee  of- 12 
member  governments — divided  equally  between  exporting  and  importing  countries. 
This  reflects  strong  interest  not  only  among  growing  countries  but  also  among 
cotton-buying  countries  in  such  future  agreement  as  may  be  worked  out. 


AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  DEVELOPMENTS 


This  week,  the  farm  paper  editors  spent  2  days  at  the  National  Agricultural 

Research  Center  at  3eltsville,  Maryland  15  miles  from  Washington.    We  highlight 

2  projects  they  observed: 

Picking  Good  Milk  Cows  at  4  Months  Old 


It  costs  a  dairyman  about  $125  to  raise  a  heifer  to  milking  age.  USDA 
dairy  scientists  are  working  on  a  method  to  judge  a  calf's  milk  potentialities 

when  she  is  U  months  old  and  so  save  much  of  the  present  cost  of  raising  poor 

prospects.     The  method  is  based  on  standards  for  measuring  the  size,  shape, 
and  stage  of  development  of  mammary  glands  at  various  ages. 

Nearly  100  cows  (52  Holsteins  and  U5  Jerseys)  that  were  graded  for 
mammary  development  as  calves  have  completed  production  records. . .Those  with 
most  advanced  mammary  development  averaged  U,000  pounds  more  milk  a  year  than 
those  that  were  retarded. 

Not  yet  ready  to  recommend  method  for  general  use.     3eltsville  herds 

used  in  experiments  "bread  to  high,  uniform  level  of  milk  production  not 

representative  of  herds  generally.    Plan  to  test  method  on  various  herds 
over  the  country  in  the  near  future. 

Best  "7 ay  to  Preserve  Alfalfa? 


USDA  scientists  tried  3  ways  of  handling  alfalfa  in  search  for  ways  to 
cut  losses  of  dry  matter,  protein  carotene. 

First  experiment  compared  alfalfa  silage  made  "by  wilting  with  best 

grade  alfalfa  hay... Cows  ate  a  little  more  dry  matter,  and  gained  more,  on 
silage... In  one  trial,  gave  same  amount  of  milk  on  silage  and  hay... in  another, 
a  little  more  milk  on  silage. 

Second  experiment  cut  alfalfa  at  about  same  time,  and  from  same  field, 

for  silage  and  for  curing  in  field. . .About  half  of  silage  cutting  rained  on. 
No  rain  damage  to  hay  cutting  but  quality  about  medium  U.S.  No.  2.... Silage 

produced  more  live  weight  and  7* 3$  no re  milk.     Cows  ate  more  dry  matter  as 

silage  but  less  per  gallon  of  milk. 

Third  experiment  cut  alfalfa  from  same  field,  same  time  for  (a)  silage 

(b)  barn-cured  hay,  (c)  field-cured  hay... Cows  on  silage  gave  3f°  no  re  milk. 
When  alfalfa  fed,  silage  still  retained  8U$>  of  protein  in  freshly-harvested 

crop  barn-cured  hay,  79$  field-cured  60$. .. Carotene  had  droppef  from  308 

micrograms  per  gram  of  dry  matter  to  82  for  silage  22  for  barn-cured  hay  

12  for  field-cured. 

.Conclusion:    Making  silage  saves  more  protein,  dry  matter,  and  carotene 

per  acre  produces  more  milk  costs  less  (labor  and  machinery)  per  ton  of 

dry  aatter. 


AMONG-  OURSELVES 


Joint  RED-Farm  Editor  Meeting? 

TTnat  would  you  think  about  a  joint  session  of  RED' s  and  farm  paper 
editors  in  Washington  next  spring  just  ahead  of  radio  meeting  at  Columbus? 

Several  of  the  RED' s  have  expressed  interest  in  another  conclave  in 

Washington  similar  to  the  one  in  19^0  and  similar  to  the  one  the  farm  paper 

editors  had  this  week.    One  hitch,  however,  is  the  difficulty  the  farther 
distant  RED' s  have  getting  away  from  home  so  often:     Columbus,  Chicago, 
Washington,  etc.    A  suggested  solution  is  to  meet  in  Washington  for  two  days 
just  ahead  of  the  annual  Columbus  meeting  so  one  trip  will  cover  both.  It 
will  be  possible  to  develop  a  program  to  meet  the  interests  of  the  majority 
of  the  group. 

Brother  Liclntyre,  who  edits  the  .RED  letter  counterpart  for  farm  paper 
editors,  exudes  enthusiasm  over  the  prospect  of  a  joint  affair.     How  about  you? 


More  About  Wire  Recordings 

To  our  "experience  meetin1  11  on  wire  recording  comes  Hugh  Muncy  of  EXSL 
at  Waterloo,  Icwa. 

Hugh  has  just  finished  wire-recording  J>0  school  broadcasts  with  vo-ag 
departments. .. clean-plowing  demonstration,  etc.     During  the  summer,  he  will 
use  the  wire^recorder  on  a  stepped-up  schedule  to  cover  community  celebrations 
in  Iowa's  Centennial. .  .county,  district,  and  state  fairs... and  Dairy  Congress.... 
He  speaks  of  KXEL  enginneers  "constantly  adapting  our  recorder  to  specific 
Farm  Department  needs".     (We've  asked  for  any  general-interest  details  on 
latter  point . )  ■ 

FAMINE  SPOT  ANNOUNCEMENTS  SOON 

Platters,  with  spot . announcement s  on  saving  wheat  products  and  fats  for 
famine  sufferers,  are  new  being  pressed  (we  hope)  and  should  be  out  soon.  They 

include  16  spots  of  15  seconds  and  6  of  60  seconds. .. These  platters  being 

sent  to  all  stations  are  being  issued  at  the  suggestion  of  Justin  Miller, 
President  of  NAB— —and  a  member  of  the  President's  EEC. 

BAE  FEED  SITUATION  REVIEW  ■  ■ 

BAE's  April-May-June  Feed  Situation  Report  indicates  some  increase 
in  commercial  supplies  of  feed  grain  as  a  result  of  higher  prices,  but 
says  supplies  probably  will  not  be  as  large  as  last  summer .. .By-product  feed 
production  will  be  smaller  during  the  next  few  months  than  a  year  ago... 
Commercial  mixed-feed  output  will  be  reduced  about  20$,  in  line  with  current 
restrictions  under  Government  regulations. 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS 


"Government  Inspection  of  Processed  Fruits  and  Vegetables-" — gives  questions 
and  answers  on  the  "why"  and  "what"  of  Government  inspection. . .U. S.  standards 

and  relation  of  labels  to  standards  and  inspection,  etc  26  pages... 

Well  illustrated.    Misc.  Pub.  598. 

"Foreign  Agricultural  Trade"  by  commodity  and  by  country  from  19U0-U1  to 

19^-^5«     Straight  statistics  on  exports  and  imports.     70  pages. 

"Production  of  Manufactured  Dairy  Products,  19UU"  :is  mainly  statistical 

tables  and  charts  on  various  manufactured  products.     5^  pages. 

"Peanut  Charts — Acreage,  Production,  Yield,  Cents  per  Pound"  shows  trends 

from  1923  to  date. 

"Your  Job  as  a  Work  Leader"  deals  with  how  to  organize,  train,  supervise 

Victory  Farm  Volunteers.     Folder  form.    Well  illustrated.  AIS-H9. 

USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS 

May  1  Crop  Report  Indicates  Winter  Wheat ;     about  7^3  million  bushels, 

or  drop  of  80  million  (llfs)  from  April  1  estimate,  with  deterioration  in  most 
North  Central  and  Great  Plains  areas... Rye:     with  smallest  acreage  in  65  years, 
forecast  at  about  21  million  bushels,  or  l/5  less  than  '  U5,  and  l/2  of  10-year 
average. .  .Early  potatoes:     May  1  condition  86f£,  highest  in  more  than  20  years... 
Hay:     Prospect  of  117  million  tons  of  old  and  new  hay,  second  largest  supply  on 
record,  ample  for  livestock. . .Poultry:     In  April,  about  as  many  layers  and 
young  birds  of  1 1+6  hatch  in  farm  flocks  as  April  1 H5,  but  17$  above  average  for 
layers,  and  2lfS  above  average  for  young  stock.     (Crop  Report: 

Correction  on  Now  Ceilings  on  Protein  Feeds  Announced  May  8:     Increase  for 
corn  germ  meal  should  be  $10  a  ton  NOT  $lW. 

On  May  3,  Wheat  and  Corn  Deliveries  Under  30^  Bonus  Plan  Totaled:  about 

23a  million  bushels  of  wheat  about  31  million  of  corn. . .Recent  rains  in 

Midwest  and  parts  of  Great  Plains  expected  to  stimulate  deliveries.  (5/13/^°) 

Most  of  Nation' s  Food  Industries  Would  Close  in  Fe^  Days  if  Coal  Strike 

Re sumed  says  Secretary  Anderson.  .  .Coal  shortages  last  week  already  had  halted 

most  farm  machinery  production. .. continued  shortage  would  create  alarming 
situation  for  milk  industry. .. interfere  with  handling  of  fruit  and  vegetable 
crops... stop  processing  of  various  foods. . .menace  cold  storage  stocks.  (^/lh/UG) 

19^6  Fall  Pig  Goal  10$  Lower  Than  Pigs  Produced  in_  Fall  of  ^5  but 

slightly  higher  than  average  for  I93H-H/3. . .  In  Corn  Belt,  reduction  for  '*+6 
is  9$  in  other  areas,  12$.  (5/10/U6) 

Hog  Slaughter  Quota  in  Federally-Inspected  Plants  Increased  from  80  to 

90^  of  slaughter  in  same  period  in  '44-. .  .Reason:     large  increase  in  hog 

marketing  in  recent  days.  (5/13/U6) 

h  Exempt  States  Brought  Under  Pork-Lard  Set-Aside  are  Ky. ,  Tenn. ,  Va.  , 

^«  Va  Hog  marketings  in  those  states  increased  enough  to  make 

set-aside  feasible. 


May  1  Early  Lamia  Condition  G-ood  to  Excellent ,  But  Hot  Quite  As  C-ood  As  '  kr 
If  lamb  and  sheep  subsidies  dropped  after  June  30,  marketings  in  May  and  -June 
may  "be  as  large  as  last  year,  or  larger. .  .Slaughter  of  lambs  from  Texas 
(yearlings  and  spring)  may  "be  record  volume. 

Federally-Inspected  Meat  Slaughter  For  tTeek  Ended  Hay  11  compared  with 

same  week  year  ago:     Total  2$  lower. .  .Cattle  2kf>  lower. .  .Sheep  and  lambs  

21-/3  lower... Hogs  31$  higher.  (5/1U/U6) 

Cull  1  Out  of  7  Birds  in  Flock  During  May  and  June  to  save  feed  and  cut 

production  costs,  in  light  of  higher  ceiling  prices  for  feed  grains  and  protein 
says  USDA.  (5/ltyU6) 

Uo rid  Dried  Fig  Production  for  'U5,  1$  Below  1 UU  and  6^  Below  10-Year 
Average.  (5/10/^6) 

USDA  Entomologist  Gets  U.S.  Typhus  Commi ssion  Medal  for  war-time  work 

at  USDA  Orlando,  Florida,  on  methods  to  control  insects  of  most  concern  to 
military  forces.    Recipient:    Edward  F„  Knipling.  (5/13/^6) 

U. S.  Agricultural  Missions  to  Spend  5  Months  in  Philippines  and  China — 
to  advise  on  national  agricultural  programs.    Philippine  commission:  Dean 
L.  E.  Call  of  Kansas  State  to  head  mission;  another  member  is  director  of 
Agrl.  Expt.  Sta. ,  at  University  of  Hawaii;  others  to  he  announced. .. China 
Commission:     Dr.  C.  B.  Hutchison,  vice  president  and  agriculture  dean  at 
University  of  California,  to  head  commission;  others  to  he  announced. 

0.7. Hells  Is  Hew  Chief  of  BAS  succeeding  H.  R.  Tolley  who  goes  with 

FAQ... Wells  started  in  USDA  in  1929  in  Farm  Management.  (5/15/U6) 

REA  Approves  Loans  in  2h  States  to  U6  borrowers. .. totaling  $11,630,000. 

MISCELLANEOUS  PRESS  BRIEFS 

^7ar  Mobil izer  John  Snyder  Endorsed  the  National  Health  Bill  pending  in 

Congress. .. saying ,  it  will  round  out  our  social  insurance  which  now  deals  only 
with  2  major  economic  risks:    unemployment  and  old  age.     "A  large  part  of  the 
Nation's  unmet  health  needs  are  in  rural  areas."     (OWMS  5/10/U6) 

Country  Faces  200,000  Ton  Lead  Deficit  Thi s  Year  Lead  allocation  estimates 

must  be  continually  revised  downward. . .Advisory  committee  recommends  reducing 
octane  rating  on  premium  gasoline... A  few  refiners  have  cracking  processes 
that  allow  to  manufacture  gasoline  without  lead.     (CPA  5/10/U6) 

Purchases  of  Latin  American  T7et  Salted  Hides,  Calf,  and  Eipskins  at  15  to  20f; 

higher  prices  approved  by  Joint  Hide  Control  Office.     (CPA  5/10/U6) 

650,000  Yards  Surplus  Cotton  Fabric  Set  Aside  for  Fumigating  Tents  for 

citrus  trees.     (CPA  5/15/U6) 

Imported  Molasses  to  be  Made  Available  to  Relieve  Feed  Shortages.     (CPA  5/16/U6 

#  #  # 
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FAO  CONFERENCE  PROSPECT'S 

This  week  in  Washington,  the.'Jorld  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  nade 
its  debut  in  food  crisis  picture  in' the  session  on  Urgent  Food  Problems. 
21  Nations  are  taking  part. 


Coincidentally ,  hut  interestingly,  the  auditoriun  of  the  Chancer  of 
Commerce  Building  where  Sir  John  Orr  (FAO  Director  General),  Anderson,  Hoover, 
and  others  helped  usher  in  this  nev7  phase  in  world  agricultural  relationships 
was  dominated  "by  "banners  of  a  dozen  famous  explorers, who  centuries  ago,  laid 
the  ground-work  for  a  unified  world  through  their  explorations:  Columhus, 
Magellan,  and  others. 

As.  the  3  conference  committees  (see  p. 2)  settle  down  to  \7hat  is  expected 
to  be  the  last  day  or  so  of  their  work  on  recommendations,  it  looks  as  if  this 
would  be  a  very  productive  conference  judged  by  what  international  conferences 
sometimes  do.     It  looks  now  as  if  the  following  broad  results  might  be 
forthcoming: 

1.  A  new  food  agency  in  place  of  or  expanding  the  Combined  Food 

Board  which  will  be  enlarged  beyond  the  present  3-nation 

membership  of  U.S.,  Canada,  Britain,  and  which  will  be  extended 
beyond  the  end  of  this  year. 

2.  Fairly  specific  recommendations  (as  against  platitudinous  "do 
our  bests")  to  meet  gaps  in  ' U6-'U7  food  supplies,  and  for 
greatest  possible  food  production. 
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3-     Recommendations  on  a  set-up  to  keep  the  food  situation  under 

constant  review  and  to  provide  factual  information  on  world 

agriculture. 

k.     FAO  definitely  on  the  map.     And  pro"bably  recommendations  for 
conference  next  summer  or  fall  for  setting  up  long-tern  FAO 
program.    FAO  went  about  as  far  as  constitution  permits  at  this 
point  in  getting  into  the  food  crisis  picture. 

FAO  CONFERENCE  SIDELIGHTS 

Pending  recommendations  which  are  expected  this  week-end,  these  are  a 
few  side-lights  on  the  FAO  conference. 

The  conference  set  up  three  committees: 

Food  Intelligence  Service  This  committee  has  the  easiest  assignment  of  the 

three  for  arriving  at  recommendations.     It  is  expected  to  recommend  that  FAO 
maintain  a  \7orld  Food  Intelligence  Service  staffed  "by  outst-onding  specialists... 
with  its  reports  used  "by  Combined  Food  Board  in  determining  allocations. 

Conservation  Measures  This  committee  has  a  considerably  tougher  job.  First 

step  is  to  work  out  ways  to  make  available  food  for  1 U6-U7  go  as  far  as 
possible.     One  problem  is  to  see  that  countries  don't  eat  up  their  harvests 
prematurely  so  that  "by  January-February-March  1 U7 ,  they  are  as  bad  off  as  at 
present.     Discussions  are  running  the  whole  gamut  of  rationing,  reduced 

livestock  feeding,  milling  extraction  rates,  etc  But  this  committee  also 

is  going  into  ways  of  growing  most  possible  food  in  lh~J-hS*     This  brings  up 
problems  of  production  and  distribution  of  fertilizer,  seed,  machinery. . .The 
committee  is  trying  to  be  as  specific  as  possible  but  there  are  physical 
difficulties  in  arriving  at  hard  and  fast  world-wide  proposals,  e.g.:  Ration- 
ing is  much  easier  in  England  than  U. Si. . . . cool  countries  with  good  storage 
facilities  can  handle  flour  representing,  say,  SOfo  extraction  much  easier  than 
warm  countries. .. etc. 

Comb ined  Food  Board  Reorganization  This  has  "been  the  focal  point  for  much 

debate.     It  has  brought  in  the  whole  question  of  immediate  and  long-range 
plans  for  food  distribution,   international  agreements,  etc.    V."e  won't  attempt 
forecasts  here  except  to  say  that  it  looks  as  if  may  be  enlarged  Combined  Food 
Board  with  Russia  (who  declined  invitation  to  VJashington  conference)  invited 

to  belong.     Also,  a  full-time  impartial  secretariat  perhaps  provided  by  FAO; 

this  will  remove  important  point  of  criticism.     CFB  would  function  in  such  p 
way  that  its  activities  would  fit  into  long-range  activities  as  might  be 
taken  over  by  FAO. 

V/hat  About  Future  Surpluses?  : 

Even  as  FAO  delegates  perspired  over  ways  to  get  enough  food  to  prevent 
starvation  the  next  two  years,  they  reflected  throughout  the  conference  the 
concern  nf  their  farmers  over  the  spectre  of  future  regional  surpluses.  Such 
prospects  were  regarded  as  a  possible  deterrent  to  farmers  in  going  all  out  in 
food  production,     ^he  feeling  seems  to  be  that  it  isn't  necessary  at  the  moment 
to  set  up  specific  machinery  and  procedures  to  deal  with  surpluses,  but  a  start 
should  be  made  on  the  study  of  such  machinnry  to  reassure  producers. 
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■Tell-Caloried  U.S.  vs.  '.To rid 

To  one  who  lias  been  saturated  with  famine  needs  these  last  few  months, 
the  conference  brought  a  new  challenging  note  about  U.S.  relations  to  fanine 
countrios.    The  sufferers  note  not  just  our  good  eating,  but  our  feeding  more 
grain  to  livestock.    You  begin  to  see  their " viewpoint  in  terns  of  your  own 

family,  your  own  children  hungry  and  starving  and  the  nan  up  the  road  able 

to  have  the  best  for  himself  and  his  stock  Well,  you  begin  to  see  the 

nakings  of  attitudes  coloring  future  international  relations. 

OFFICIAL  TRAVEL  ffBQM  USDA 

Secretary  Anderson  is  scheduled  for — - 


Fort  Worth,  Texas. .. .June  1,  -  for  soil  conservation  dinner. 
Atlantic  City,  N.J. . .June  5,  -  for  Rotary  Convention 
"  "  "        June  12,-  for  Eiwanis  Convention 

Undersecretary  Dodd  scheduled  for  

Chicago  June  7  ~  *7ill  be  with  Ed  Gaunnitz,  National  Cheese 

Institute,  110  Forth  Franklin  Street. 


"/HEAT  BUYING  AND  SST-^SIDBS 

Wheat  enters  a  new  year  a  new  famine-period  phase. 

As  the  combines  nose  into  Southwest  wheat  fields,  USDA  reports 

deliveries  of  jJ>-Tplus  nillion  bushels  of  wheat  under  the  bonus  plan-  it 

hopes  for  a  total  of  70-million  bushels  under  the  plan  to  allow  farners  to 
defer  delivery  until  blocked  elevators  are  open.     This  is  still  short  of  the 
100  nillion  bushels  hoped  for  at  one  tine,  but  is  conpensated  for  somewhat  by 
the  20-30  nillion  bushels  of  corn. 

Meanwhile,  with  ' kG  wheat  on  the  way,  USDA  initiated  the  plan  requiring 
processors  in  2$  States  to  set  aside  for  Government  account  half  the  milling 
wheat  they  buy.    Thus,  wheat  is  now  on  the  sane  set-aside  basis  as,  e.g.,  meat. 
And  USDA  announced,  beginning  July,  an  increase  in  domestic  distribution  of 

flour  for  household  and  commercial  use  85$  of  July  ' U5  rate,  as  against 

.June  rate  of  75$»    And  lifted  millers'   inventory  restrictions  on  ' U6  wheat. 

FOOD  PRESERVATION  DRIVE  STARTS 

An  intensive  drive  for  home  and  community  food  preservation  is  getting 
underway. 

The  Victory  Gardening,  and  famine  Emergency  organizations  throughout  the 
country  are  getting  set  to  promote  preservation,    -^nd  the  National  Advertisers 
are  expected  to  get  going  June  17  under  the  radio  allocation  plan. 

Preservation  of  all  kinds  will  be  stressed.     Freezing,  of  course,  will 
figure  nore  prominently  than  ever  before.         might  call  your  attention  to 
USDA1 s  new  illustrated,  2U-page  booklet,   "Hone  Freezing  of  Fruits  and  Vegeta- 
bles".   Also,  to  the  new  natural-color  novie,  "Freezing  Fruits  and  Vegetables" 
to  be  released  to  State  Extension  and  State  University  film  libraries  about 
June  l...Both  the  booklet  and  novie  give  step-by-step  instructions  on  pre- 
serving the  summertime  freshness  and  flavor  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 
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The  current  labor  and  transportation  troubles  give  eloquent  re- 
enforcement  to  the  importance  of  providing  as  much  food  as  possible  at  home 
this  year. 

We  hope  to  send  you  a  fact  sheet  on  preservation  next  week, 

LOANS  TO  GET  FORAGE  SEED 

USDA  announced  this  week  loans  to  encourage  production  of  hay  and  pasture 
seed  in  1 hG. 

Supplies  of  important  forage  seed  are  very  scarce.     Stocks  of  alfalfa 

seed,  in  particular,  are  pretty  well  exhausted  especially  the  northern 

adapted  Varieties.     Seed  of  red  clover  (which  substitutes  ~f or  alfalfa)  and 
alsike  is  almost  equally  scarce.     Looking  to  the  future,  many  of  the  State 
post-war  planning  committees  have  suggested  25%  increases  in  grass  and  legume 
seed  production  to  restore  forage  on  land  put  into  war  crops. 

The  loans  are  expected  to  give  farmers  assurance  of  favorable  returns 
even  with  pig  seed  harvests.     (see  enclosures)  •  ■    ■  ■  r 

STRESS  USING  PLENTIFUL  FOODS 

There  is  a  growing  feeling  in  famine  emergency  circles  here  that  it  would 
be  more  effective  to  put  more  emphasis  on  the  positive  appeal  of  eating  the 
plentiful  foods,  with  less  emphasis  on  the  negative  appeal  of  eating  less  c  . 
certain  foods.     Currently,  that  would  mean,  more  attention  to  using  such  foods 
as  potatoes,  oats  products,  fresh  vegetables,  poultry  and  eggs,  fish  in  order 
to  free  foods  such  as  wheat  for  export  to  famine  countries. 

WINTER.  WHEAT  INSURANCE  "KICK-OFF"  t/SETINGS 

The  State  "kick-off"  in  the  sales  drive  for  19^+7  winter  wheat  crop 
insurance  will  coincide  with  State  meetings  as  follows: 

Western  States:     N.M.— May  28-29 .Utah—  May  31. .  .Colo.  —June  3~U . . . TTyo . — 
.  k. .  .Kan— 6-J. .  .Mont  11-12. 

North  Central  States:     S.D. — June  10...Nebr. — 11... Mo — ljf. .  .la — lU. .  .Minn— 
17.  .Wis — IS. .  .Mich— 19.  .  .Ill— 21.  .  .  Ind—  2U.  .  .Ohio— 25. 

A  strong  effort  will  be  made  to  get  a  large  sign-up  which,  of  course, 

is  the  basis  of  a  successful  insurance  program.' 

NATION-WIDE  CULLING  URGED 

•  ..  The  campaign  just  getting  underway  to  cull  paor  layers  from  poultry 

flocks  will  be  carried  on  NATION-WIDE. 

Back  of  the  campaign  is  the  idea  that  in  the  present  world-wide  food 

crisis — we  need  to  make  every  pound  of  feed  count.     Hens  eat  an  average  of 

k  to  5  pounds  of  grain  a  month  whether  they  be  Corn  Belt  hens,  or  .New  England 

•    or  California  hens-.     By  culling  55  million  non-  or  low-producers,  we  save  25O 
million  pounds  of  grain.    And  that  much  groin  a  month  can  save  a  good  many 
thousand  human  lives. 

PMA  offices  expect  to  arrange  schedules  with  buyers  to  pick  up  poultry. 

h- H  Club  members  willplay  a  big  part  in  the  culling  drive. 

A  poultry  culling  kit  has  just  gone  to  State  Extension  people. 


AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  DEVELOPMENT S 


Corn  Parity  Thru  Industrial  Alcohol 

Undersecretary  Dodd  outlined  to  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  a  plan  to 

turn  future  surplus  corn  into  industrial  alcohol  and  "by-products  and  thereby 

maintain  parity  prices  at  about  half  "the  average  yearly  pre-war  payments  for 
allotments  and  price  supports" .... Dodd  gave  his  views  in  testimony  on  Senate 
Bill  19OS  which  deals  with  ways  to  handle  surpluses.    He  pointed  out  that  he 

used  corn  merely  as  an  example  that  much  the  same  principle  would  appls^  to 

wheat  and  other  products  suitable  for  making  alcohol. 

Dodd  regards  such  a  plan  as  "a  logical  expansion  of  the  farm  programs 
developed  under  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act,  which  provided  machinery  for 
adjusting  farm  production  and  for  orderly  marketing  of  farm  products."    .He  .said 
that  "farmers  would  produce  abundantly  within  the  limits  of  sound  soil 
conservation,  and  consumers  would  get  stable  supplies,  plus  additional 
industrial  products" ... "If  surpluses  should  develop  even  under  acreage 
allotments. . .we  could  siphon  off  the  surpluses  into  industrial  uses  without 
having  to  resort  to  marketing  quotas." 

Dcdd  talked  in  terms  of  150  million"  bushels  of  corn  a  year  for  alcohol  

100  million  a  year  during  the  3  cr  ^  years  required  to  re-fill  the  Ever-Normal 
Granary  to  about  500  million  bushels. 

Such  a  plan,  of  course,  applies  the  results  of  research  conducted  before 
and  during  the  war  at  the  Department's  Regional  Laboratory  at  Peoria,  Illinois 
and  by  other  agencies.     Dodd  also  outlined  progress  on  new  industrial  uses 
for  other  farm  products. 

We  have  copies  of  Dodd' s  20-page  testimony. 

Breeding  Against  Potato  Diseases 

The  25  new  potato  varieties  released  to  growers  since  the  start  of 
the  National  Potato  Breeding  Program  in  1929  help  explain  the  increase  in  yield 
in  the  last  25  years  from  110  to  I50  bushels  to  the  acre. 

Among  varieties  bred  to  resist  late  blight :     Sebago,  Empire,  Placid, 
Virgil,  Chenango,  Ashworth. . . Common  scab:    i.ienorainee,  Ontario,  Cayuga,  Seneca. . 
Virus  diseases:    Katahdin,  Chippewa,  Warba,  Houma,  Earlaine,  Seabago ,  Red  Warba 
iviohawk,  Menominee. 

Viruses  are  the  most  widespread  and  baffling  to  potato  breeders. .. Scient is 
think  it  possible  to  breed  some  resistance  to  every  important  potato  disease 
and  insect . 

New  Hay  Drier 

USDA  and  Virginia  Experiment  Station  engineers  have  developed  a  slatted- 
floor  type  hay  drier  that  promises  more  uniform  air  distribution  than  with  the 
usual  duct  system.     It  also  requires  less  power  to  force  the  air  through  the 
drier. 

Department  engineers  also  explore' possibilities  of  using  dielectric  high 
frequency  heating,  and  infra-red  rays  for  heating. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Extension  to  Stress  Radio 

At  the  session  in  Washington  last  week  of  the  Extension  Editors'  Advisory 
.Committee,  USDA  Extension  Director  Wilson  said: 

"The  question  in  extension  administration' now  is  'How  can  more  of 
this  (increasing)  personal  service  type  of  work  he  taken  off  the 
county  workers  "by  an  expanded,  information  service?'     That's  why 
I'm  greatly  interested  in  radio  and  why  I  have  some  convictions 
on  radio . " 

The  advisory  coramittee  urged  increased  use  of  radio  and  research  studies 

as  a  basis  for  improvement  use.     Also  a  balanced  information  staff  in  all 
States  to  service  all  media  and  to  train  county  extension  workers  in  their 
effective  use. 

WLV?  Party  to  See  Europe  Famine 

Roy  Battles  (with  usual  WLW  enterprise)  is  leaving  here  this  week-end 

with  a  WLW- financed  party  to  see  first  hand  and  report  on  famine  conditions 

in  Europe. 

With  Roy,  are  a  typical  farmer,  a  retail  grocer  selected  to  represent 
the  grocers,  and  a  housewife  (who  is  also  a  doctor's  wife). 

The  party  plans  to  visit  k  of  the  hardest-hit  famine  countries:  France, 
Greece,  Italy,  and  Poland  (the  Russians  permitting).    Also  slated  for  visit 
are  Czechoslovakia,  and  Britain. 

Plans  include  a  daily  cable  from  Roy  to  his  station,  short-wave  broadcasts, 
and,  of  course,  extensive  use  of  the  members  of  the  part  ^hen  they  return 
home  about  a  month  hence  to  tell  the  famine  story  to  their  neighbors. 

*?  Radio  Workshop  at  Wisconsin 

"Radio  at  Wisconsin"  is  a  folder  outlining  an  8-week  institute  and 
workshop  on  educational  public  service  programs  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
'at '.Madison.     Dates:    June  2k  to  August  l6. 

SHORT  OF  SOUND- VALUE  FARMS  FOR  VSTS 

Farm  Security  report's  a  great  shortage  of  sound- value  farms  for  sale  to 
veterans. 

It  reports  a  pick-up  in  April  in  loans  to  veterans  to  buy  farms, 
or  299  such  loans.     But  this  brings  the  total  of  farm  .ownership  loans  only  to 
998  out  of  2U,562  applications. o .Farm  Security  reported  it  still  had  enough 
money  for  nearly  2,500  ownership  loans  up  to  the  first  of  July  but  the  problem 
is  finding  farms  for  sale  that  arc  worth  the  money. 


As  for  rehabilitation  loans,  the  record  is  far  better:     2,53^  g°t  loans 
in  April,  bringing  the  total  to  15,659. 
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BAD  SITUATION  REPORTS 

Earn  Income  Situation  (April) 

Cash  receipts  iron  farm  marketings  for  first  6  months  of  'H6  expected  to  b- 
about  3$  lower  than  year  earlier. . .Most  of  drop  in  crop  receipts  due  to  light 
•U5  cotton  crop  and  smaller  marketings  of '  Burley  tobacco  at  lower  prices. . .Most 
of  drop  for  livestock  due  to  smaller  nilk  production  as  result  of  fewer  cows. 

In  total  cash  receipts  5$  higher  than  'U3  with  crop  receipts  up 

about  1355  and  livestock  remaining  about  sane. ..In  total  receipts  about 

3$  higher  than  '  UUf  mainly  "because  of  increases  in  livestock  and  livestock 
products.  ■  (Reports  released  5/24/46) 

Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  ( Apr il-i'.lay- June ) 

Almost  as  many  eggs  a  person  will  he  available  second  half  of  '46  as  firs- 
half  and  at  least  as  many  as  in  second  half  of  '45... Egg  production  July 

thru  December  will  he  about  Uc4  less  than  January-June  with  drop  somewhat 

greater  than  usual  in  late  simmer  and  fall.    But  drop  largely  offset  by  near- 
record  mid-year  storage  stocks  and  sharp  decrease  in  non-civilian  takings. . . 
Egg  prices  to  farmers  second  half  of  'US  may  average  moderately  lower  than 
second  half  of  1 1+5-  -  -  Prices  to  farmers  for  both  chickens  and  turkeys  expected 
to  average  nearly  as  high  as  '.4-5.    '(Report  released  5/22/46) 

Dairy  Situation  (April-May- June ) 

Unit  returns  to  dairy  farmers  second  half  of  '46  will  be  higher  than 
earlier  part  of  year,  and  corresponding  period  in  '45,  as  result  of  higher 
production  payments  or  ceiling  prices.    rTith  returns  to  dairy  producers 
maintained  at  high  level  compared  with  other  livestock,  cow  population  may 
decline  more  slowly  late  this  year  and  early  1 U7  for  U.S.  as  whole  than  in  '45 
and  early  '46.     On  the  other  hand,  enough  potential  milk  producing  stock  on 
farms  to  halt  decline  entirely  but  would  require  very  sharp  decline  in  culling 
rate. Declines  in  cow  numbers  greater  in  Mid-West  than  in  feed-deficit  areas, 
partly  because  of  higher  wages.    But  in  TTisconsin  (which  has  10$  of  nation1  s 
milk  cows)  numbers  and  production  continued  to  increase. . .The  mid-April 

average  price  of  S124  a  cow  was  12$  higher  than  year  earlier  and  highest  in 

37  years  of  -record. .  .Dairy  product  export  peak  in  Uorld  Tfar  I  came  in  1919  

and  peak  for  Uorld  'Jar  II  likely  to  be  I9U6.     (Report  released  5/22/46) 

Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation 

Opportunity  for  large  expansion  of  flower  industry- opened  up  by  recent 
developments  in  marketing,  nobably  air  freight  transportation,  prepackaging, 
super-marketing  merchandising. Growing  volume  of  air  traffic  in  flowers 
already  causing  concern  among  growers  in  North  and  East.     (10  pages  devoted 
to  developments  and  prospects  in  flower  industry.)     (Report  released  5/26/46) 
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USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS 

Hatcheries  Rapidly  Reducing  Operations  as  Season  Advances- — with  a  few  already 
closed  for  season,  and  most  of  rest  expecting  to  close  by  end  of  May.  Appears 
that  output  will  he  about  '44  level,  20$  below  '45,  close  to  '46  goal. 
Advanced  booking  for  June-July  delivery  79$  below  sane  months  last  year  (5/22/46) 

Combined  Food  Board  Recommended  Allocation  of  2l4,403  Tons  Beans,  Peas  

for  first  6  months  of  1946- — with  allocations  substantially  below  countries' 
stated  requirements.   . (5/22/46) 

1945  I  Jo  rid  Peanut  Crop  6$  Below  1944  and  8$  below  record  '43  crop. . .mainly 

because  of  19$  drop  (due  to  drought )  in  India  which  is  world's  largest  producer. 
African  production  in  '45  up  37$  over  '44.  (5/^7/46) 

U.S.  Loaf  Tobacco  Exports  Show  Large  Increase  in  First  Quarter  ' 46  with 

1^3,500,000  pounds  compared  with  110,000,000  first  quarter  '45.  (5/17/46) 

Federally- Inspected  Me  at  Production  for  Week  Ended  May  18  compared  with 

corresponding  week  in  '  45"     ,j-otal  12$  lower.  ..  Cattle  33$  lower. ..  Sheep  and 

lambs  30$  lower... Hogs  22$  higher. 

Method  to  Make  Bakers'  Cheese  from  Dried  Skim  Milk  instead  of  liquid  skin 

nilk  (previous  practice)  announced  by  USDA. . .Manufacture  of  Bakers'  cheese 
nay  now  be  extended  to  areas  distant  from  receiving  and  drying  plants. . .Method 
effects  some  economies.  (5/21/46) 

World  Demand  for  Bananas  Likely  to  Exceed  Supply  for  Several  Years  with  1  to 

3  years  required  to  restore  plantations  to  high  production  level... and  even 
longer  in  some  countries  with  disturbed  social  and  economic  conditions  (5/22/46) 

REA  Approves  Loans  of  Hearly  $4  Million  to  l6  Co-ops  in  l4  States;  Ind.  ,•  Kan. , 
Nebr.  ,  N.C.,  Tex.,  Wis.,  Ariz.,  Ark.,  Ia.,  Miss.,  Mont.,  Ohio,  Term.,  C-a. 

MI SCELLAHEQUo  PRESS  BRIEFS 

Maximum  Prices  of  Flaxseed  Increased  25^  Bushel  at  all  sales  levels  to  reflect 

parity  to  producers  and  provide  cushion  against  advances  in  parity. .. Cuts  cost 
to  Government  of  maintaining  support  prices.     (OPA  ^/ll/kG) 

24,489  Surplus  Trucks  Sold  During  3  Months  Ended  March  23  with  12,075  of 

those  sold  to  veterans.     (WAA  5/22/46) 

Large  Amounts  of  Barbed  Wire  in  Military  Depots  to  be  Sold  Thru  Regular  

Civilian  channels.     Includes  single  and  double- strand;  OPA  set  maximum 
prices.     (OPA  5/21/46) 

#  #  # 
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What  Are  You  Going  to  do  about  King  Cotton? 
National  Garden  Conference 
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Report  on  Garden  Program  by  Paul  C.  Stark 
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not7  teb  Impossible 

To  farmers  who  already  are  producing  at  high  levels  to  feed  a  hungry 
world,  delegates  departing  FAO's  Urgent  Food  Problems  meeting  in  Washington 
last  week  addressed  the  plea: 

PRODUCE  STILL  MORE  FOOD  IN  19U7-US 

As  one  U.S.  delegate  put  it,   "TJe  already  have  done  everything  possible ; 
now  it's  time  to  do  the  impossible. " 

Even  with  most  other  countries  boosting  production  next  year,  it  was 
apparent  that  the  plea  was  for  even  higher  food  production  in  the  United 
States... It  likewise  was  apparent  that  the. world  is  looking  to  this  country 
for  important  help  in  bridging  the  gap  of  10  million  tons  of  bread  grains 
required  to  assure  bare  subsistence  to  famine  sufferers  in  1 U6-U7. 

The  foregoing  represent  the  more  immediate  implications  of  conference 
recommendations  that  followed  essentially  the  lines  indicated  in  our  last 
week' s  letter. 

A  "TQRLD  BLUEPRINT-  SHORT-T I  MS 

From  the  3  committees  on  whi-.ch  each  of  the  22  participating  countries 
had  an  opportunity  to  assign  representatives,  came  the  following  recommen- 
dations: 
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Filling  Empty  Stomachs  Now 

In  closing  the  10-million-ton  gap  in  "oread  grains  for  '  U6-U7 ,  the 
conference's  No.  2  committee  dealt  chiefly  with  diverting  large  amounts  of 
grain  from  livestock  to  empty  human  stomachs,     it  recommended: 

...Feed  no  "bread  grains  to  livestock,  except  whore  there  is  grain  in 
human  food  "by  so  doing.  Instead,  use  pasture,  hay,  straw  and  other  bulky 
fodder. 

...To  make  best  use  of  grain  feeds,  give  priority  to  milk  cows,  work 
animals,  high  quality  "breeding  stock;  to  reduce  ho  minimum  feeding  of  other 
stock,  especially  pigs  and  poultry. 

The  committee  further  recommended  a  flour  extraction  rate  of  at  least 
85$.  ...light  milling  of  rice. .  ."blending  of  wheat  flour  with  at  least  5$  other 
products. . .further  reducing  if  possible  industrial  use  of  grains  (for  alcohol, 
etc .)... continuing  campaigns  against  waste. 

Those  recommendations  are  regarded  as  targets  to  shoot  at.     The  committee 
was  concerned  chiefly  that  countries  use  and  distribute 'food  so  as  to  provide 
enough  for  the  hungry  rather  than  with  the  specif ic ' methods  (rationing,  etc.) 
that  they  use  in  the  process.     If  a  country  doesn't  save  one  way,  it  can 
save  another. 

Production  in  ' ^7 

.  .  Committee  lTo .  2  also  recommended  increased  food  production  in  '  U7  as 

great  production  as  possible.     It  stressed  expanding  rice  production  in 
the  Orient. 

International  Food  Appraisal 


The  Conference  recommended  an  international  service  to  provide  facts  on 

the  world  food  situation  with  the  first  appraisal  made  between  September 

1  and  15  of  this  year. 

Combined  Food  Board  Successor 

Acting  on  the  suggestion  of  the  present  members  (U.S.,  Great  Britain, 
Canada) ,  the  conference  recommended  an  International  Emergency  Food  Council 
to  succeed  the  war-time  Combined  Food  Board.     The  tentative  membership  called 
for  21  count ries. .. equal  rights  to  membership  for  producing  and  consuming 
countries. .. and  the  way  left  open  for  additional  members.     The  new  council 

is  to  meet  in  Washington  next  week  with  completion  of  the  organization  set-up 

hoped  for  in  2  weeks.     The  council  will  speak  with  more  authority  than  its 
predecessor  but  will  rely  chiefly  on  publicity  to  enforce  cooperation  of  plans 
for  food-saving. .  .The  Council  can  be  terminated  December  lh~J ,  or  earlier. 

MEETING  FOR  LP IIG— RANGE  PLANS 

As  it  worked  for  improvements  in  plans  and  machinery  to  deal  with  the 
immediate  food  crisis,  the  conference  sought  to  allay  any  fears  about  future 
surpluses  that  might  discourage  production  in  'U7.     It  recommended  that  FAO  stud; 
and  report  promptly  on  methods  to  dispose  of  agr >  cultural  surpluses,  and  to 
assure  adequate  returns  to  farmers...  .And  it  announced  plans  for  an  FAO  meeting 
at  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  September  2  for  consideration  of  a  permanent  world 
food  program. 
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OH  THE  FAMIN3  ERONT 

The  other  day,  Secretary  Anderson  called  for  containing  production  from 
American  farmers,  and  said,  "now  we  are  in  the  last  big  push"  to  ship  the  last 
~fk  million  "bushels  of  19U5  crop  wheat  promised  famine-stricken  areas  before 
June  30.    He  added  that  our  exports  of  grain  for  the  year  will  be  at  least 
kQf:  of  the  total  food  grain  exports  of  the  world,  representing  about  a  third 
of  our  total  crop. 

Meanwhile,  latest  word  from  Europe  is  that  Belgium  has  reduced  basic 

bread  rations  for  the  third  time  since  March  with  bread  comprising  about 

of  the  basic  ration  of  1,857  calories. . .Austria  reports  that  the  worst 

point  of  the  food  crisis  has  been  overcome  although  the  country  will  still 

be  hungry.     It  seems  certain  now  that  the  June  minimum  ration  can  be  about 
1,200  calories  a  day  July  more  than  1,000. 

U.S.  Food  Saving  and  Production 

At  home,  various  communities  displayed  inini&tive  in  helping  to  provide 
more  food  for  famine  sufferers  abroad: 

At  C-oshen,  Indiana,  a  sale  of  feed,  livestock,  seed,  farm  machinery,  etc. 
raised  $10,300  to  buy  rolled  oats  for  Poland. ..In  Androscoggin  and  Sagadahoc 
counties  Maine,  farmers  are  voluntarily  growing  dry  beans  for  famine  areas, 
figuring  10  pounds    of  seed  should  grow  100  pounds  of  beans  to  feed  1,000 
people  for  a  day.     Their  goal  is  U50  pounds... And  in  Litchfield  county, 
Connecticut,  200  idle  acres  on  estates  and  farms  are  being  planted  to  corn 
under  a  cooperative  plan. 

BROADCASTS  Oli  FORAGE  SEED 

As  a  follow-up  to  our  note,  and  enclosure  on  loan  rates  in  last  week's 
letter  on  the  plan  to  encourage  production  of  forage  seed,  we're  enclosing  a 
fact- sheet  on  the  seed  program.     In  addition  to  the  general  background  on  the 
need  for  seed,  note  in  particular  on  page  6  the  subjects  for  seasonal 
broadcast.    Also,  note  the  seed  harvest  calendar  on  page  7*     ?or  example, 
white  clover  (in  South)  and  Crimson  Clover:     May  and  June. . . .bluegrass, 
bromegrass,  orchard  grass,  ryegrass:    June  and  July. 

USDA  TRAVEL  MP  MEETINGS 

At  Chicago ,  June  17,  18,  19 ,  State  and  Assistant  PMa  directors  will 
discuss  famine  and  food  situation,  school  lunches,  and  other  PMA  matters... 
Attending  from  Washington  will  be  "Bob"  Shields,  PMA  administrator ,  and 
others. ..In  addition  to  contacts  by  RED's  on  the  scene,  others  might  catch 
the  state  men  T7hen  they  return. 

At  New  York  next  weekend  for  UNO  meeting,  Assistant  Secretary  Charles 
E.  Brannan. 

At  Genoa,  "Ti sconsin ,  June  5  Carl  Hamilton,  assistant  REA  administrator, 

for  annual  meeting  of  Dairyland  Power  Cooperative. 
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AWT  ~P  SON  ON  POSJ-'AR  POLICIES 

k    ajor  chapter  in  postwar  adjustments  in  farm  production  passed  in  review 
this  week  at  Virginia  Beach  (Va. )  where  Secretary  Anderson  discussed  with  the 
National  Peanut  Council  the  present  "turning  point"  in  which  the  Government 
is  progressively  withdrawing  from  peanut  industry  operations. 

Anderson  pointed  out  that  in  recent  years,  peanut  growers  have  "been 
getting  10  tines  as  much  for  their  crop  as  in  1932... that  during  the  war, 
they  doubled  their  average  prewar  acreage.     To  see  that  the  peanuts  actually 
went  into  the  uses  of  greatest  need  during  the  war,  the  Government  "became 
the  only  buyer  of  the  crop,  put  a  subsidy  on  certain  types  to  divert  then  from 
the  edible  trade  to  oil  and  meal,  and  put  a  subsidy  on  peanut  butter... The 
peanut  butter  subsidy  was  taken  off  last  fall .. .marketing  quotas  wore  dropped 

for  tb~"  'U6  crop  with  the  prospect  of  a  decision  sor.n  on  the  1  47  crop... and 

USDA  will  not  buy  and  manage  the  peanut  crop  this  year  as  it  has  for  the  past 
3  years. .. Instead,  Anderson  explained  that  USDA  stands  by  ready  to  support 
prices  if  necessary.    At  the  same  time,  he  noted  estimates  that  farmers 
will  overplaht  the  peanut  goal  by  19$. .. indicated  that  if  necessary  to 
maintain  support  levels,  USDA  will  buy  farmers'   stock  peanuts?  and  offer  loans 
on  them  at  90$  of  parity  for  July  1J, . .Regardless  of  whether  the  support 
program  is  required,  CCC  will  underwrite  loans  by  local  banks  to  shellers  and 
crushers  to  help  avoid  possible  market  gluts. 

Anderson  added  that,  "The  program  that  we  have  for  1946  enables  private 
enterprise  to  resume  control  of  its  own  operations  and  yet  keeps  the 
Government  in  position  to  meet  responsibilities  which  it  accepted  when  it 
assumed  wartime  controls. 

Looking  to  the  future,  the  Secretary  pointed  to  marketing  quotas  or  a 
2-price  system  to  deal  with  surpluses.    He  observed  that  it  might  be 
possible  to  avoid  then  by  keeping  national  income  and  buying  power  at  a 

higher  level  if  farmers  practice  good  land  use,  good  rotations,  and  real 

conservation. 

4-H  CAMP  DELEGATE  BROADCASTS 

In  about  a. week  from  the  time  you  receive  this  letter,  4-H  delegates  from 
U5  States  will  assemble  here  in  Washington  for  the  National  4-H  Club  Camp 
(June  11-18). 

As  you  already  know,  a  commercial  firm  will  transcribe  interviews  with 

delegates  upon  request  with  the  job  charged  to  whoever  requests  the  job. 

.  .Average  cost  estimated  at  ~J~%  dollars. .  .Recordings  will  be  made  JUNE  17. 
Requests  will  be  honored  if  received  by  Friday,  June  14. 

Several  RFD' s  have  arranged  to  interview  delegates  on  their  way  to 
the  Washington  camp. 
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Hew  Potato  Storage  Cuts  Losses 

A  new  type  potato  storage  house  developed  "by  USDA  and  State  Experiment 

Station  engineers  reduces  potato  shrinkage  and  deterioration  and  also 

lengthens  the  life  of  storage  houses. 

The  house  is  "built  to  let  cool  air  circulate  under  and  around  the  potato 
"bins  instead  of  through  the  mass  of  potatoes.     The  high  relative  humidity  in 
the  "bins  helps  keep  shrinkage  and  deterioration  at  a  minimum,  while  the 
somewhat  drier  air  outside  the  bins  reduces  damage  to  the  storage  "building. 
In  the  modern  potato  storages,  not  only  is  the  air  in  contact  with  the 
structural  parts  lower  than  in  old- type  storages,  but  there  are  no  dead  pockets 
where  moisture  can  condense. 

About  10  million  bushels  of  late-crop  potatoes  are  now  stored  each  year  in 
this  improved  type  storage.    About  SOp  of  the  potato  houses  built  in  Liaine  in 
recent  years  are  of  this  type.     The  new  storage  house  is  also  becoming  popular 
in  Michigan,  North  Dakota,  Nebraska,  and  Colorado. 

The  specialists  recommend  storage  houses  well  insulated  with  the  insulation 

protected  from  moisture  by  a  vapor  barrier.     In  warmer  climates  and  larger 
storages,  motor-driven  fans,  preferably  with  thermostatic  controls,  help. 

The  best  temperature  for  long-tine  storage  is  about  UO  degrees  F. 

Sweetpotato  Vine  Harvester  Coming  Up 

A  sweetpotato  vine  harvester  is  now  ready  for  manufacturing  that  may 
offer  a  cheap,  easy  way  to  save  sweetpotato  vines  for  feed.    USDA  engineers 

have  tested  the  harvester  in  the  field  for  the  last  2  crop  seasons  and  report 

it  inexpensive  to  build  and  simple  to  operate.     It  harvests  a  half  acre  of 
vines  an  hour;  in  a  heavy  crop,  it  is  possible  (with  a  light  tractor)  to  harves 
10  to  20  tons  a  day. 

The  harvester  includes  2  main  parts:     a  vine-cutting  device,  and  a  drum 
with  disappearing  fingers  that  delivers  the  vines  to  an  elevator  to  be  loaded 
on  a  trailer  behind  the  harvester .. .Along  with  the  vine  harvester,  the  engineer 
have  developed  a  method  of  building  and  maintaining  sweetpotato  beds  of  uniform 
size  and  shape  required  for  successful  operation  of  the  harvester. 

USDA  specialists  estimate  that  sweetpotato  vines  and  cull  roots  would 
furnish  succulent  roughage  for  a  million  dairy  cows.     Removing  the  vines  also 
eliminates  a  handicap  in  harvesting,  and  food  and  shelter  for  weevils. 

Airplane  Spraying  f o r_  Corn  and  Eorests 

USDA  engineers  think  that  recent  improvements  in  airplane  spraying 
equipment  should  make  possible  faster  and  more  effective  control  of  corn  and 
forest  insectsc     They  report  a  new  type  airplane  boom  sprayer  that  gave 
excellent  control  ci  corn  borers  in  sweet  corn  in  a  uniform  swath  about. 
35  feet  wide.    Another  airplane  sprayer  tested  throughout  19^+5  ^as  : successful 
in  forest  insect  control. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

''Tire  Recorder  Demonstration 

Representatives  of  the  Armour  Institute  were  in  Washington  last  week  to 
demonstrate  improvements  in  its  original  patents  on  the  magnetic  wire  recorder. 

Joe  Tonkin,  Extension  radio  specialist,  quotes  the  Armour  representatives 
to  the  effect  that  the  new  model  to  he  put  out  soon  hy  some  private 
manufacturers  will  weigh  around  15  pounds.     It  will  contain  a  radio  receiver 
as  irrell  as  the  wire  recorder.     It  will  cost  about  $150... The  new  machines  also 
will  have  an  over-drive  which  will  re-wind  1  hour1 s  recording  in  3  minutes.  ■ 
A  new  type  rust-proof  wire  provides  a  range  from  70  to  7,500  cycles. 

To  show  the  improvement  in  quality,  the  Armour  people .were  demonstrating 
the  recorder  with  music  rather  than  voice. 

Radio  Bibliography 

"Radio  Bibliography"  is  a  pamphlet  of  300  listings  by  the  U.  S.  Office  of 
Education.     It  has  sections  on  education,  radio  sources,  educational  recordings 
and  equipment,  broadcasting  techniques,  and  script  writings,  and  other  points. 
It's  10f  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  G.P.O. ,  Washington  25,  D,  C. 

KFI '  s  Weather-Temperature  Chart 

KFI  at  Lo_  Angeles  offers  to  its  farm  listeners  a  large  printed  weather 

and  temperature  chart  showing  fruit-frost  districts  for  winter  frost 

warnings,  and  climatic  zones  for  summer  agricultural  weather  forecasts.  The 
chart  also  has  additional  features:     temperature  and  precipitation  table  for 
Southern  Calif ornia. .. damaging  temperatures  for  various  fruits. . .recommen- 
dations on    firing  orchards. . .hot  weather  tips... and  a  form  for  keeping  a 
record  of  weather  data. 

NEW  PUBLICATIONS 

"Methods  of  Making  Potato  Silage  and  Tests  of  Its  Feeding  Value  for  Dairy  Cows" 
- — reports 'that  when  only  small  amount  of  potatoes  for  feeding,  is  best  to 
feed  in  fresh  raw  state... For  best  results  in  ensiling,  mix  potatoes 'with 
20-25$  good  quality  hay  or  other  dry  forage. . .corn  or  sorghum  should  be  well 
matured,  and  not  too  moist ...legume  hays  or  mixed  hays  should  be  wilted,  with 
not  more  than  bO^  moi sture. . . Can  use  trench  or  tower  silo,  if  well-drained... 
Feed  only  U  pounds  of  potato  silage  per  100  pounds  live  weight  daily... Feed 
after  milking  to  avoid  off-flavors  in  milk.     (Tech.  Bui.  914') 

"Farm'  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  and  Value  of  Principal  Crops,  19UU-U5  By 
States"  is  good  reference  for  your  desk!     o'o  pages  of  tables.     (BAE  Mined) 

"Meat  Animals  Farm  Production  and  Income ,  19^-^5"  ^ives  figures  by  States... 

is  good  desk  reference.     20  pages  of  tables'!     ( BAE  Mimeograph) 

"Water  and  Our  Forests"  tells  simply,  role  of  forests  in  preventing  floods, 

maintaining  water  supplies. . .and  the  need  for,  and  steps  in,  watershed 
protection.     (Misc.  Pub.  600) 
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BAE  SITUATION  EXPORTS 

Wheat  Situation  ( April-ivny ) 


Wheat  production  prospects  in  most  importing  countries  are  "better  than 
last  year,  "but  those  countries  trill  need  large  imports  through  'US-U7...0n 
"basis  of  "bill ion- "bushel  crop,  U.S.  intends  to  export  25O  million  "bushels  from 
'U6  crop. 

U.S.  carry-over  on  July  1  will  he  SO  to  100  million  hushels  the  smallest 

since  the  S3  million  hushels  of  19U7. . .Also ,  on  July  1,  wheat  stocks  in  U 
overseas  exporting  countries  (U.S.,  Canada,  Australia,  Argentina)  may  he  ahout 

350  million  hushels  smallest  since  1937,  and  ahout  25$  "below  1935~39  average. 

...Exports  scheduled  for  January-June  (depending  on  transportation  and  supplies 
:     U.S.  200  million  hushels,  Canada  150,  Argentina  3S,  Australia  35* 

U.  S.  wheat  prices  increased  from  69^  bushel  in  1939-UO  to  $l.Ul  in  ' UU-H5 

 the  highest  price  since  1925  >  with  the  second  highest  cash  receipts  to 

farmers  in  25  years... In  mid-April,  farmer-prices  of  wheat  averaged  $1.58,  or 
99$  of- parity. » .with  15  cent  higher  ceilings  expected  to  bring  average  to 
SI. 73.     (Released  May  29) 

Demand  and  Price  Situation  (May) 


Index  of  prices  farmers  received  on  April  15  ^as  212$  of  prewar  base 
(1909-1*+)  =  100).... or  9  points- higher  than  April  last  year ..  .highest  since 
July  1920,  hut  23  points  helow  peak  of  235  in         1920... Index  of  prices  farmer 
paid  on  April  15  vzas  188,  or  8  points  higher  than  year  earlier,  and  only  13 
points  helow  1920  average. 

Many  of  forces  contributing  to  marked  price  rise  after  World  lar  I  now 
operating  with  greater  intensity. .. Income  payments  to  individuals  increased 

103$  from  I91U  to  '20  and  in  1st  quarter  of  1 U6,  increased  120$  above 

1939  average. .. Currency  in  circulation  douhled  in  the  earlier  period  and 

quadrupled  from  the  end  of  '39  to  the  end  of  '^...Demand  deposits  douhled  in 
both  periods. . .One  of  main  inflationary  influences  is  unprecedented  high  level 
of  liquid  assets  in  hands  of  individuals. 

At  end  of  World  War  I,  wholesale  prices  of  all  commodities  had  increased 
by  100-5  over  191^  as  against  36$  this  time...  .with  wholesale  prices  of  farm 
products  up  111$  last  time,  and  90$  this  time... and  whole  sale  prices  of 
,    other  than  farm  and  food  products  up  9'$$  last  time,  and  2jfo  this  time. 
(Released  May  .30) 

Livestock  and  Wool  Situation  ( May- June )  ■  ' 

Forecast  of  19*+6  meat  production  nearly  as  large  as  22.9  billion  pounds 

in  19^5  (wholesale  weight)  or  2  billion  helow  record  'UU  output. . .Pork 

output  likely  larger  this  year  than  last  beef,  veal,  lamb  probably  smaller. 

Smaller  perk  production  in  1  kf  and  downward  trend  in  beef  and 'lamb  may 
reduce  total  1  hf  meat  a  "billion  pounds  below  •  k€>.     (Released  June  l) 


USDii  PRESS  BRIEFS 


Secretary  Anderson  Said  in  May  26  Broadcast  That  Even  in  tines  of  so-called 

surpluses,  never  enough  food  for  all  peoples  of  world.     FAO  is  socking  ways 
to  move  foods  from  areas  of  abundance  to  areas  of  shortages. . .Even  in  times 
of  relative  plenty,  this  one  achievement  would  more  than  justify  the  whole 
United  Nations  program. 

'Total  Corn  and  Fheat  Purchases  Under  Bonus  Plan  Fere  114,776,15%  Bushels  

with  81,280,016  bushels  of  wheat,  and  33,496,122  of  corn... and  possibility  of 
some  further  increase  in  wheat  total  when  all  records  in. . .Anderson  thinks 
U.S.  will  he  able -to  meet  actual  export  commitments  of  400  million'  "bushels , 
for  marketing  year  ending  July  l...but  doubts  that  we  can  meet  the  somewhat 
higher  goals  that  were  aiming  at.  (5/28/46) 

Gr^in  Exports  Show  Increase  in  Mid-May  reflecting  wheat  and  corn  "bought 

under-  Vnus  plan... with  large  step-up  in  exports  expected  during  last  11  days 
of  month... Rail  strike  reduced  total  of  840, 000-ton  prospective  exports  for 
May  hy  150,000  tons  (first  estimates).     (5/ 27/46) 

-  131,000  Tons  Fats  and  Oils  Made  Available  hy  CCC  for'  Delivery  to  UNRRA  and 

European  countries  for  export  hetween  January  1  and  May  17,  with  U.S.  on 
schedule  for  total  for  period... hut  somewhat  "behind  on  lard  and  shortening 
and  somewhat  ahead  on  soyhean,  peanut,  coconut  oils,  and  margarine  and  soap- 
(5/27/46) 

At  Least  5  Years  Required  to  Restore  European  Agriculture  to  Pre- Far  hut 

that  is  NO  -indication  that  U.S.  will  he  called  on  to.  ship  foodstuffs  to 
European' markets- for  next  5  years  at  any/here  near  current  level  of  exports. 
Continent's  import  requirements  in  '46-47  will  he  as  great  as  actual . imports 

in  '45_46  if  not  greater.    But  buying  power  of  European  deficit  countries 

as  whole  may  not  increase  as  fast  after  Forld  Far  I  and  surpluses  in 

exporting  countries  likely  to  grow  faster  than  after  last  war.  Drastic 
measures  then  will  he  necessary  to  expand  greatly  purchasing  power  of. 
importing  countries;   either  that,  or  surplus  countries  adjust  production. 

(5/27/46)  '  ... 

Forld  1945-46  Rice  Crop  Only  6,200,000,000  Bushels  Compared  with  6 , 800 ,000, OCC 

last  year  and  1935-40  average  of-  7,400,000,000. . .Rice  main  food  of  i/3  of 
world. .  .rTorld  exportable  supplies  in  '46  estimated  .at  only  2  to  4  billion 
pounds,  compared  with  Asia's  40-billion  pound  shortage. . .Greatest  deficit 
is  in  China,  which  produced-  35$  °f  world  crop  before  war.  (5/24/46) 

"Forld  1945-46  Cotton  Crop  Smallest  Since  1923-24"  with  estimated  21,650,000 

bales,  or  12^6  below  1944-45  and  3°%  below  '  35~39  average.  .  .Reduction  due 
mainly  to  smaller  U.S.  crop  of  9>015>000  as  against  5-year  •  average  of  , 
13 , l49 ,000. . .Foreign  production  slightly  higher  than  1944-45,  but  substantially 
lower  than  5-year  average.  (5/24/46) 

Foods.  Expected  to  be  Abundant  Pretty  Generally  Throughout  U. S.   in  June  

include  potatoes  (from  record  early  crop),  onions,  carrots,  cabbage,  turkeys, 
oranges  and  lemons.     Eggs  also  plentiful  except  possibly  .in  a  few  metropolitan 
areas.     (5/29/46)  . 

US DA  Extends  Dried  Egg  Purchases  to  Get  Additional  12  Million  Pounds  for 

delivery  in  June  and  later. . .largely  for  U.K.     ( 5/3l746) 

#  #  # 

Enc.     Facts  &  Figures  in  effort  to  get  more  Seed. 


